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y ND YOU SHAL Students Julia Alvarez and 
Betsy Soto pass time outdoors playing a game, which is a 
variation of the Ouija board. Players ask questions to their 
pens and get answers by moving the pens in a certain direction. 


Strategic plan 
OK'd in landslide 


® Faculty and staff 
give approval; 
board of trustees 
will vote in June 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor ; Swe 


tacollege-wide meeting last 
week, NECC voted to adopt 
eight strategic issues which 
will lead them into the next cen- 


Faculty and staffwere reminded 
that they were only voting to ap- 
prove the most important issues 
the college needs to address in the 
next four years. 

The board of trustees will re- 
view the plan this month and vote 
on it at their June 10 meeting. If 
approved, NECC will move into 
the action phase. 

Eugene Wintner, chairman of 
the All-College Council executive 
committee, said the action plans, 


how the issues will be dealt with, 

will be developed by administra- 

tors, who will be guided by advi- 

sory groups made up of employ- 
es. 

One concern some faculty had 
was that they were only voting on 
the beginning of the plan. Arthur 
Barlas, chairman of history and 
government, said there should be 
a democratic vote once the action 
plans are finalized. 

“We are the supreme advisory 
board,” Barlas said. “If we approve 
at this point, the college as awhole 
should vote on the final version of 
the action plan.” 

Catherine Sanderson, chair- 
woman of English, agreed. 

“What does it mean if we vote 
on this, which has no specifics,” 
Sanderson said. “It’s a good idea 
that we are included in the thought 
process.” 

The motion was later approved 
without opposition. 

Patricia Carter and Richard 
Alfred, facilitators who have en- 


See PLANNING Page 4 
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Clubs upset at 
possible cuts 


© Organizations 
prepare for the 


worst with talk of a 
10 percent cut 


By D. FARMER & A. BALL 
News Editor & Staff Reporter 


ECC clubs and organiza- 

tions may face serious 

money shortages in the 
fall. A possible reduction in the 
student activities fee could coin- 
cide with a statewide push to re- 
duce tuition and fees at commu- 
nity colleges. 

“A cut in the fee will be good 
for the individual student because 
they will have to pay less,” said 
Dina Brown, coordinator of stu- 
dent activities. “But it means less 
money to work with when devis- 
ing the allocations to groups.” 

The student activities fund fi- 
nances about 32 different organi- 
zations, including: 

V Academic clubs, such as para- 
legal, American Sign Language, 
criminal justice, and registered 
nursing. 


Doug Farmer photo 
Student sena- 
tor Paul Soucy supports clubs. 


V Athletic programs, includ- 
ing baseball, women's soccer and 
intramurals. 

VY Communications like NECC 
Observer and Parnassus. 

V Creative arts, such as dance, 
music and drama. 

V Honor societies like Beta 
Omicron and Psi Beta. 

All organizations submitted 
budget plans to the student sen- 
ate by March 10. The student sen- 
ate finance committee then is- 
sued preliminary funding figures, 
which are being appealed by sev- 
eral groups, said Fred Denesowicz, 
senate treasurer. 

However, due to pending cuts, 
administration requested the com- 


mittee to draw up three different 
scenarios. One was based on no 
decrease in the fee, one on a 5 
percent cut and one on a 10 per- 
cent cut. 

If there is a cut, it would be an 
equal percentage cut for every club, 
Brown said. 

She said groups are complain- 
ing about cuts in their requests, 
not about cuts from the 1997-98 
budget. Any cuts are based on 
what groups received last year, 
not what they requested, she said. 

“Some groups requested many 
times what they were budgeted,” 
she said. “The criminal justice club, 
for example, requested 17 times 
as much as what they were bud- 
geted last year.” 

These projections were ap- 
proved by the full senate May 1 
and are being reviewed by Nita 
Lamborghini, assistant dean of 
college life and healthy living. Vice 
President Mary Ellen Ashley, Presi- 
dent David Hartleb, and the board 
of trustees must also look over the 
report. 

The senate will work with 
Hartleb and the trustees to final- 
ize the budget over the summer. 

See ACTIVITIES Page 4 


VP job to be filled in June 


® Interviews end, 
final decision made 


as soon as this week 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


he new vice president of aca 

demic affairs position may 

be filled by June, with a rec- 
ommendation possible in the next 
week. 

Paul Bevilacqua, acting dean of 
academic affairs, is one of the five 
finalists. The other finalists are: 

Keith Controneo, an Oregon 
administrator; Helen Chun, a 
Pennsylvania administrator; Jim 
Ortiz, a'New York state adminis- 
trator and former employee at 
NECC. 

President David Hartleb said 


he and his 
search com- 
mittee have 
agreed not to 
talk about the 


candidates out- 
side of meet- 
ings. « 
Hartleb said ll — 
the interview- PRESIDENT 
ing process is Pp. HARTLEB 


over and he is 
checking references. 

“Texpect we will make a recom- 
mendation to the board of trust- 
ees at the June meeting,” he said. 

The vice president of academic 
affairs is responsible for the qual- 
ity and administration of day and 
evening instructional programs. 
Other responsibilities include: 

Providing leadership in instruc- 
tion. 


Coordinating curriculum platf- 
ning and development. 

Supervising the academic as- 
sistant deans. 

Hiring and evaluation of fac- 
ulty and staff. 

Developing and executing the 
academic budget. 

Improving instruction and the 
development ofinstructional tech- 
nology. 

The position reports directly to 
the president. 

Hartleb said he wants the next 
vice president to take a fresh look 
at academic affairs. 

“We want someone who the 
faculty has high respect for, be- 
cause he is going to be their leader, 
and someone I can work well 
with,” he said. “Not someone who 
necessarily agrees with everyone 


See VP SEARCH Page 4 
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We can hope for 


the best, 


® Cuts in student 
activity funding 
may ruin what little 
student life there is 


s part of a statewide 
drive to cut fees at com- 
munity colleges, a large 


piece could be taken out of 
student activities funding — 
up to 10 percent. This would be 
a mistake. 

Part of the planning process 
involved improving student 
life. Student life would not be 
improved by cutting funding 
to organizations which get stu- 


but... 


dents involved. 


If anything, funding to arts, 
sports and clubs should be in- 
creased to allow for more 
events, which improve not just 
student life, but student per- 
ception. 

It is understandable to want 
to cut fees, but they are already 
as low here as students are 
likely to find anywhere. 

Improved activities benefit 
students more than any short- 
term cuts in fees. If the stu- 
dents are the top priority, the 
administration should showit. 


It’s not gravel, really 


@ Soap dispensers 
need to be cleansed 
of the Borax 


By PAMELA DOHERTY 
Staff Reporter 


id you ever wonder what is 
D in those bathroom soap 

dispensers? On my first day 
at NECC I went to wash my hands 
in one of the bathrooms and to my 
surprise a white powder appeared 
as I pushed the soap dispenser. 

Did the soap dry up over the 
summer? Did someone make a 
mistake? Where is the candid cam- 
era? 

Every bathroom had the same 
substance. A substance which 
looks like ice melt or maybe pow- 
dered lime or could it be some 
kind of garden fertilizer? 

Take this stuff, add water, now 
rub it between your hand. How 
does that feel? It feels like sand 
and grit scrubbing the skin off 
your hands. And take a whiff of 
your hands. “Pretty, huh.” No need 
to buy a fragrance when this is 
free. 

Now, it’s all coming back to 


me. There is something familiar 
about this white stuff. The look, 
the feel, that glorious smell re- 
minds me ofsomething my mother 
used to have around the house. 

She would clean the bathroom 
with it. It’s becoming clearer, is it 
BORAX? Ifit looks like Borax, feels 
like Borax and especially ifit smells 
like Borax it must be BORAX. 

What Mark Andrews, vice presi- 
dent of administration, told me 
came as a shock: the soap is a 
“borax type” soap. Wait, STOP THE 
PRESSES. Soft soap may soon be 
coming to a campus near you. 

Andrews said the student sen- 
ate had made a request to Presi- 
dent David Hartleb to change the 
soap. 

“Tm in the process of changing 
from a granular to a soft soap,” 
Andrews said. 

He said the exact type and when 
the change would occur haven’t 
been determined. The sooner the 
better. But we all must be patient. 

But I want it now, right now, 
soap that is slippery and sudsy 
and smells wonderful. That would 
make my day. How about you? 
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Reader says radio should return 


To the editor: 
I am a faculty and staff member 
and work in the Information Ser- 
vices office. I first attended Bryant 
College out of high school and 
spent some time in the radio sta- 
tion. I transferred to Rhode Island 
College, but could not get time on 
the air. 

My love of music called me to 


start a DJ business, and I ran that 
until moving to New Hampshire 
several years ago. . 

In response to your article, 
(“Student wonders why there’s no 
radio station,” April 29) lwould be 
happy to help ‘man’ the station if 
it gets up and running. Ihave only 
worked full-time in information 
services for a couple of months, 


and I’m not sure of the policies 
regarding staff/faculty involve- 
ment, but I would voluteer to take 
an on-air shift, help with equip- 
ment, programming, or whatever 
you need. Although I could not be 
the adviser, I would be happy to 
help out any other way possible. 
Ed Leduke 
Systems Analyst 


What are your plans 
for summer vacation? 


Jen Bowen 


“Tm going to work full-time and 


hopefully go to Florida.” 


Paula Steud 
“Tm going to Aruba for a week.” 


Melanie Rokes 
"I'm going to work and go to 
California.” 


Michelle Costanzo 

“I'm going to get a job in a secre- 
tarial position, which will be us- 
ing knowledge from my degree.” 


Donny Mustapha photos 


Bill Mueller 
“Play my instrument and gig with 
my band.” 


Joe Moechel 
“I’m going to work and try to look 
for a job in my major.” 
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OPINION | 


® How closely have 
you been reading 
the Observer? 


1. Complete this sentence: David 
Hartleb is: 

(a) the sexy, beefcake lifeguard 
appearing on “Baywatch.” 

(b) an extremely hard-to-find 
Beanie Baby worth a king’s ran- 
som. 

(c) Cartman’s father on “South 
Park.” 

(d) NECC President and all- 
around good sport. 

2. Complete this analogy: The 
planning process is as close to 
completion as 
(a) the Red Sox are to winning 
the World Series. 

(b) Ken Starr is to wrapping up 
his investigation of President 
Clinton. 

(c) OJ. Simpson is to finding 
the “real” killers. 

(d) all of the above. 

3. Why should the NECC brass 
continue to allow students to 
hang out in the Spurk lobby? 

(a) Because it’s a quaint, ro- 
mantic oasis where students can 
make out in public, and, unlike a 
peep show, admission is free. 

(b) Because it’s the premiere 
place on campus to breathe in 
secondhand smoke. 

(c) Because it’s a safe and quiet 
area to attend study groups, espe- 
Cially if you’ve brought your body- 
guard with you. 

(d) I don’t know why. 

4. Who are Andrews and 
Hatem? 

(a) The creators of “South Park.” 

(b) The actors who played 
Batman and Robin in the original 
“Batman” show. 

(c) A prolific singing duo who 
sang hits like “Mrs. Robinson” and 
“Bridge Over Troubled Waters.” 

(d) Two newly hired NECC ad- 


Planning to take the » § AT, 
e American Citizenship Exam ?? 


Want to learn to read both faster 
and better ? 


Does your child need help in math 
or reading? 


The Kenoza Learning & Test Prep Center at Northem Essex Community 
College has the right workshop at the right price!!! Check out our 6-week or intensive 
workshops thal are offered evenings or on Saturdays on the Haverhill campus. The 


cost is $429 for each workshop, plus materials fee. 


Ask us about our new Learning Center (opening in the spring) for academic skills 
remediation/enhancement for elementary and secondary school students, 


For timesidates, call 978-556-3613 for a brochure. 


ministrators. Mark Andrews is the 
vice president of administration 
and Robert Hatem is the executive 
assistant to the president. 

5. Using a calculator for this 
problem is prohibited. However 
if the person next to you re- 
sembles Albert Einstein or is 
wearing really thick glasses, you 
may want to sneak a peek at his 
answer: 

Biff buys two text books, an 
NECC sweatshirt and a bag of 
gummy bears from the NECC book- 
store. The bill comes to $389.32. 
Biff has $300 on him. The rest of 
his money is in his car. Biff scur- 
ries to his car and discovers his car 
has been broken into. Thieves have 
stolen $200, a just-filled prescrip- 
tion of Viagra ($125.00) — the new 
drug to treat male impotence — 
and a Hustler magazine ($7.50). 
Biff calls his Aunt Mildred (pay 
phone cost: 35 cents). She agrees 
to let him borrow $132.50, for 
more Viagra and a new Hustler. 
What kind of car does Biff own? 

a) A pink Cadillac with gummy 
bear wrappers strewn all over the 
seats and dashboard. 

(b) How the hell should I know 
what kind of car the mooching, 
slime-ball drives. 

(c) Biff doesn’t own a car; he 
was borrowing his father’s. The 
Viagra and Hustler belonged to 
his old man. 

d) Not enough information pro- 
vided to answer this stupid ques- 
tion. 

6. Complete this sentence: 
Mary Ellen Ashley is: 

(a) The Grammy-award winning 


country music singer, whose hit ~ 


single, “Where have all the stu- 
dents gone?” sold a gahzillion cop- 
ies. 

(b) The name of a potent and 
exotic adult beverage, like a “fuzzy 
naval” but served in half a coconut 
shell with a cute umbrella. 

(c) John-Boy’s sister on the 
“Waltons.” 

(d) NECC’s vice president of en- 
rollment management and stu- 
dent services. 

7. Why, in your opinion, is 
global learning (or studying 
abroad) such an integral part of 
one’s college experience? 1 

(a) Because it’s an easy way to 
receive college credits. There’s no 
way in hell anyone is going to 


¢ TOEFL 


flunk you after you’ve dished out 
thousands of dollars to spend a 
month in someplace like India. 

(b) Because if you’re studying 
in Spain, you may have a chance to 
witness a bull kicking some pretty 
boy matador’s arse at a bull fight. 

(c) Because it’s absolutely es- 
sential for college students to learn 
the proper way of getting totally 
crocked in the pubs of London. 

(d) Because you will become a 
more well-rounded and cultured 
person. 

8. NECC’s coordinator of stu- 
dent activities is: 

(a) James Brown. 

(b) Dee Brown. 

(c) Charlie Brown. 

(d) Dina Brown. 

9. Choose the famous literary 
figure that doesn’t belong in this 
group: 

(a) William Shakespeare 

(b) Ernest Hemingway 

(c) Mark Behan 

(d) George Eliot 

Score: Give yourself an “A” if 
you answered (d) for every ques- 
tion. 

Shame on you if you picked (c) 
for Question 10. George Eliot (pen- 
name for Marianne Evans), a pro- 
lific English novelist, was the only 
woman in the testosterone-filled 
bunch. 

If you answered (b) to Question 
6, or (c) to Question 7, you may 
have a potential drinking prob- 
lem; seek professional help today. 


‘Take a Seat this — 
Summer at NECC NF 


Our Summer Session Offers: 


¢ Over 150 credit course selections 
Day, evening and weekend credit classes 
in four sessions: 

May 19 - June 19 

May 23 - August 15 

June 22 - August 11] 

June 30 - July 31 

Courses are only $81 a credit hour and 


can be transferred to state and private 
colleges and universities. 


orthern [Eissex Community College, 


Haverhill 


To learn more, 
call 1-800-NECC-1-2-3 


Northern Essex also offers hundreds of 
noncredit summer courses ranging from 
career growth to computers. 
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Lawrence 
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@ continued from page 1 
couraged an open exchange ofideas among 
faculty and staff to reach this plan, were 
both excited about the commitment they 
have seen at the college. 

“The college is at a crossroads,” Carter 
said. “We’ve taken a hard look at the needs 
of the service region and we've been faith- 
ful to all concerns. Now it’s time to move 
on.” 

Other minor changes to the plan in- 
cluded: 

VY Economic and workforce development: 
Play a key role in economic/workforce de- 
velopment in the region by increasing busi- 
ness and industry workforce development 
and training by about 30 percent (instead of 
xx percent) over the next five years. 

V Technology: To provide the highest 
quality technology to employees and stu- 
dents (instead of technology equal to or 
greater than standards for industry, col- 
leges and regional high schools) 

V Alternative funding: Seek additional 
non-tuition/base budget resources and rev- 
enues to support the college mission so that 
by the year 2003, a significant percent 
(instead of xx percent) of the institution’s 
budget will be derived from these resources. 

President David Hartleb said he was 
thrilled by the entire planning process, 
which has been going on for nearly two 
years. 

He said next year’s budget will be “odd” 
because the action plans will not be definite 


+» Student success 
+ Curriculum 
- Developmental education — 


> Enroliment - 
- Economic & workforce develop: 


until the autumn. Hartleb drafts the budget 
in the summer and it is approved by the 
trustees in September. 

“We'll do what we can without getting 
ahead of ourselves,” Hartleb said. 

Some priorities for the coming year in- 
clude: 

Creating an honors program. 

Forming a center for teaching and learn- 
ing. 

Increasing technology, depending on 
available money. 

Improving library resources. 

Another of Hartleb’s priorities is raising 
full-time enrollment to 3,600. 

“It’s a bit of a stretch. If the economy 
remains red hot, people will continue to 
work instead of going to school,” Hartleb 
said. “If we don’t try, we won’t get there. 
ee got a good chance and we're going to 


” 


Activities cuts may hurt 


@ continued from page 1 

“It would be a real shame if student 
activities was cut to a great extent,” said 
Janet Clark, clerk of student activities in 
Lawrence. “They say campus life should be 
improved, but if they cut money from ac- 
tivities, I don’t see it happening.” 

The finance committee said they have 
tried to be fair. 

“Sure there have been cuts, but everyone 
has been cut; no one was singled out,” said 
Sean Campbell, student senator. 

Not everyone agrees. 

“Granted everyone needs scarce money, 
but the criminal justice club is composed of 
70 students,” said Kevin Buckley, who is a 
member of the student senate, but is also 
secretary of the criminal justice club. “Other 
groups, with far fewer members, have ended 
up with more money in their budgets.” 

Buckley said his club adds to the educa- 
tion of the students in that program. 

“If money is cut and we can’t put on as 
many events, then it detracts from stu- 
dents’ learning,” he said. 

The criminal justice club, like many 
organizations at Haverhill and Lawrence, 
has held bake sales and raffles to raise 
money they need. That situation is shared 
by student activities as a whole. 


Paul Soucy, student senator, voiced con- 
cern about the future of the NECC Observer. 

“I think we should give them money, 
because they are an award winning publica- 
tion, which gets attention for NECCit might 
not otherwise get,” he said. 

“When writing up a budget I always 
decide what I need, what is comfortable, 
and what I want,” Brown said. “The wants 
don’t always make it.” 

The situation is further complicated by 
employees who are paid out of the student 
activities budget, such as the team coaches. 

“These people must get a certain amount 
by union contract,” Brown said. “We can’t 
just cut from their salaries. So we have to 
reduce funding to other areas.” 

Buckley said, “When it comes down to it, 
the trustees can throw out our recommen- 
dations. But [hope they take them to heart.” 

Last year, the student activities budget 
was not approved until September. 

“That will probably be the case again 
this year because the September meeting is 
when the trustees vote on the- budget,” 
Hartleb said. 

And of $404,000 in preliminary budget 
requests last year, $319,000 was approved. 
The difference came out of the money clubs 
and other activities requested. 


Faculty members honored nationally 


ine full time faculty members have 
N received national recognition for 

outstanding contributions in their 
field. 

“It’s no secret that our faculty is one of 
the college’s greatest assets,” said President 
David Hartleb. “The level of national recog- 
nition they have reteived this year is truly 
extraordinary.” 

The college will recognize the nine mem- 
bers in an advertising campaign beginning 
early May in the Eagle Tribune, Newburyport 
Daily News, Haverhill Gazette and NECC 


VP search nears end 


@ continued from page 1 


all the time, but who keeps our best 


interests in mind. We want someone 
who has a record of accomplishments 
and someone who will get the job done.” 
The position will pay between 
$44,000 and $86,000 annually. 


Observer. They are: 

National Institute for Staff and Faculty 
Development (NISOD) Excellence Award: 
Sandra DeVellis, behavioral science profes- 
sor; Carol Wallace, radiologic technology 
coordinator; and Elaine Mawhinney, cre- 
ative arts chairperson. 

Florida Institute of Higher Education 
Bellwether Award, for outstanding and 
innovative programs finalists: Michael 
Pelletier, engineering science and electronic 
technology chairman; John Mason, physics 
chairman; and Robert Sacchetti, engineer- 
ing science professor. 

Noel Ross Strader Award: Joseph T. 
LeBlanc, journalism professor, as top col- 
lege newspaper adviser among 700 col- 
leges. 

Distance Learning Teacher of the Year: 
Honorable mention Francis Champoux, 
natural science professor and Mary 
DiGiovanni, human service coordinator, 
member of a National Task Force to De- 
velop Skills Standards for Human Service 
Field. 


@ A favorite of students 
and staff, his memory is 
honored 


By DOUG FARMER 
News Editor 


ormer professor Donald W. Pailes 

will be forever remembered. This is 

not just because of his work at 
NECC, but through a meeting room 
named in his honor on the third floor of 
Bentley library. 

Colleagues and relatives spoke of the 
man they remembered at the dedication 
ceremony May 1. He passed away unex- 
pectedly in 1994. 

“His students always hung on his ev- 
ery word, and he made sure all of his 
students understood everything. This 
revealed he was truly dedicated not just 
to his teaching, but to the people he dealt 
with,” said Rebecca Pailes-Friedman, 


DEDICATED: Doris Pailes-Dennehy sees the unveiling of Mary Vermeersch’s 
portrait of her late husband Donald Pailes at a dedication ceremony. 


Pailes Room dedicated 
to math, science prof. 


Doug Farmer photo 


daughter of the late math and computer 
science professor. 

Francis Leary, vice president of the 
faculty association, said, “I remember - 
Don as someone who had commitment 
to making things better and honor in 
what he stood for.” — 

Edward DeSchuytner, assistant dean 
of math, science and technology, de- 
scribed Pailes as an agent for change at 
NECC. 

“Don was able to move things 
through. For example, backin the 1970s, 
he was able to push through student 
evaluations of their teachers over the 
objections of many on campus,” he said. 

Those who spoke at the ceremony 
said Pailes was concerned not just with 
his area but with the college and com- 
munity as a whole. 

“His excellent leadership of the All- 
College Council is something I will al- 
ways remember him for,” said Eugene _ 
Wintner, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee for planning and policy. 


Several car breaks reported 


cars damaged or broken into April 

28, Haverhill Police said. The breaks 
all occurred between 8 and 9:30 p.m. The 
next night, two more students said their 
cars were broken into. 

The first break reported was by Miguel 
Delossantos, of Haverhill. He said his 1986 
Volkswagen Jetta was broken into and his 
stereo system, speakers and amplifiers were 
stolen. He also told police his dashboard 
and locks were damaged. 

Frances Kaplan, of Newbury, said when 
she returned to her 1995 Isuzu Rodeo, she 
found the door lock broken and her vehicle 
ransacked. She told police nothing appeared 
to be taken. She told police before they 
arrived she found two of her bags, which 
has been in the Isuzu, on the other side of 
the parking lot. 

James Groenewal, of Concord, N.H., said 
a window of his 1996 Honda Civic was 


S ix nighttime students discovered their 


_smashed and someone stole his stereo sys- 


tem, four speakers, four compact discs, a 
bicycle helmet and a bicycle light. A door 
lock was also damaged. 

Meaghan O’Malley, of Hampton, N.H., 
said the driver side door and lock of her 
1998 Toyota Rav 4 were damaged, though 
nothing was taken. Police said they did not 
know what kind of tool damaged the door 
lock — the lock appeared to have been 
pushed into the door. 

Two other students said their cars were 
unlocked, but nothing was missing. 

The next night, Brian Berube, of 
Newburyport, said someone smashed a 
window of his truck and took the face plate 


of his car radio. Also, Carl Judson, of 
Groveland, said a pager was stolen from his 
vehicle. Both said they were playing base- 
ball at the time of the thefts, before 9 p.m. 

Police said there are no suspects. Police 
and security said they will be doing more 
sweeps of the parking lots to get the breaks 
under control. 2 

In other NECC security news: 

April 27 

Stolen article: MJ. Pernea and Rose 
Dittmer, who work in the career develop- 
ment center, said they discovered their 
computers on, a file open, and six incom- 
plete print jobs. 

April 21 

Car damaged: Student Brenda Rennie 
said she parked her 1996 Geo Tracker in the 
student center parking lot at noon. She said 
when she returned, her car was scratched 
and dented, 2:15 p.m. 

April 12 

Medical emergency: A student com- 
plained of chest spasms and breathing 
trouble before having an asthma attack, 
security said. The student was taken to Hale 
Hospital by an ambulance, 10:20 a.m. 

April 10 

Theft: Employee Karen Johnson reported 
a portable printer and a black carry bag 
missing from the F-building, 9:30 a.m. 

April 8 

Injury: Student John Billodeau said he 
twisted his ankle during a basketball game 
in the gymnasium. He told security he 
stepped on another player’s foot, which 
caused his injury. He was taken to Lowell 
General Hospital. 
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@ As more professors 
near retirement, college 
may offer incentives 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


ationally, colleges and universities 
N are encouraging Congress to allow 

them to offer early retirement in- 
centives to older professors. 

This controversial bill would encourage 
colleges to remove faculty members and 
hire younger replacements, possibly only 
ona part-time basis, to save money. 

If Congress passes such a bill, it would 
allow colleges to offer the following early 
retirement incentives: 

$100,000 to 58-year-old professors. 

$50,000 to 64-year-old professors. 

$20,000 to 68-year-old professors. 

Community colleges in Massachusetts 
are allowed to legally make retirement in- 
centives. Most faculty receive a retirement 
benefit based on their salary and years of 
experience. 

At NECC, the compensation for early 
retirement is at most 30 percent of the 
faculty member’s salary, according to the 
Massachusetts Community College Coun- 
cil contract, not nearly as high as these 
numbers. 

Peter Flynn, faculty union president, 
said the bill is almost bordering on age- 
discrimination. 

“Tt’s a logical faculty reduction tech- 
nique, and has an element of unfairness to 
it,” Flynn said. “A lot of professors start 
later in their 30s so they are hanging on 
longer. People retire when they can, when 
they've saved up enough money.” 


According to the Massachusetts Com- 
munity College Council contract, fac- 
ulty are eligible for the early retirement 
bonus after serving 10 years in the com- 
munity college system and is 55 years 
old. Retirees must notify the president 
in writing at least one year before the 
retirement date. 

The early retirement incentive is 
equal to the percentage ofthe member’s 
salary as of the date of retirement. 

V Ages 55-60: 30 percent. 

Vv Age 61: 25 percent. 

V Age 62: 20 percent. 

V Age 63: 15 percent. 

VY Age 64: 10 percent. 


Regardless of what happens with that 


bill, he said retirement may be a growing | 


concern in coming years at NECC. 

He said nationally, a larger percentage 
of faculty members are older. An added 
problem at NECC is that when professors 
retire, the college tries to save money by 
hiring part-time employees to fill positions, 
he said. 

In 1996, 11 faculty members jumped at 
an early retirement package which 
amounted to nearly a year’s salary. The 
elimination of the positions allowed NECC 
to afford the incentives, Flynn said. 

President David Hartleb said he will likely 
offer this type of package again in a couple 
of years. 

“It’s good for the college and the profes- 
sor; it’s to their benefit, and it allows the 
college to fill a position at a lower cost or 
move the position to another unit with a 
higher demand for a full-time posi- 
tion,” Hartleb said. 


Training student leaders 


@ Workshops teach skills 
which benefit students in 
work, personal lives 


By ROBIN NELSON 


Features Editor 


Te semester 35 students out of 56 
were chosen to participate in the 
Student Leadership Development Pro- 
gram. 

Dina Brown, student activities coordina- 
tor, and other faculty members, teamed up 
to create a program which helped students 
develop leadership and career-related skills. 

The program consists of an opening 
confirmation and a series of eight work- 
shops, which guest speakers discussed top- 
ics such as goal setting, stress management 
and cultural diversity. 

“Some of the speakers that they had you 
can tell were leaders. They carried them- 
selves really well and you could tell they 
had to work hard to get to where they 
were,” said Fred Denesowicz, a business 
transfer major and member of the student 
senate. 

‘He said that he has always been inter- 
ested in leadership development and team 
building. These were some of the reasons 
for his interest in the program. 

“This program brought up issues that 
you run into in everyday life,” Denesowicz 
said. 

What he learned, he said, he is able to 


wsmeccmece: MG 
They carried themselves 
really well and you 
could tell they had to © 
work hard to get to 
where they were. 
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relate it to his career choice and that it has 
helped him develop strong communication 
skills. 

“Every workshop we've had available I 


think really benefited the students on an 


individual and an organizational level,” 
Brown said. 

Workshops were held every other week 
on the Haverhill and Lawrence Campus to 
ensure that students from both campuses 
were able to participate. 

“You really want all students to benefit 
from it,” Brown said. 

Those who attend three or more work- 
shops received a Certificate of Leadership 
Development. 

Brown hopes the semester-long program 
will be extended to a year because she feels 
that the biweekly schedule can be a burden 
for full-time students and also because some 
topics weren’t covered due to a minimum 
amount of time. 

“There’s so many program that we can 
do, that we didn’t have time to do,” Brown 
said. 

She said that time and stress manage- 
ment had to been combined into a one hour 
program, “you can easily do an hour ofeach 
of those.” 

Besides the extension of time, Brown 
said that she and other faculty members 
would like to add community service as a 
requirement of the program. 

“I feel very strongly that community 
service helps in your own personal develop- 
ment and I feel strongly that people should 
have some kind of community service, 
whether being fund raising or a nonprofit 
organization,” Brown said. 

To participate in the Student Leadership 
Development Program, students must be 
nominated by faculty or staff members. Or 
they can contact the coordinator of student 
activities located in the student center on 
the Haverhill campus and in room 133 on 
the Lawrence campus. 

“In every aspect of a business, leader- 
ship development seems to be the key,” 
Denesowicz said. 


music in a special Sunday concert. 


He said any retirement plan would be 
voluntary. Hartleb said it was offered in 
1996 because a lot of people told him they 
wanted it. 


“I will not promise that I will fill the 
position when someone retires or that I will 


not fill it with part-time. It is a question of _ 


what an area needs and what is the net 
effect on the college,” he said. 

Seven faculty members have retired in 
the last year, and Flynn said two more 
might retire after this semester. He said 
those numbers will increase in coming 
years because a number of professors were 
hired over 30 years ago. 

“There are people working here under 


LIVE AND IN CONCERT: The chorus and performance ensemble performs in 
the student center. Students played a mixture of pop, jazz, rock and classical 


Thinking about 
transferring to another 
school, but your finances 
have you worried ? 


NOW OFFERING 


HALF-TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS! 


For both 
full- and part-time students. 


Bradford’s Transfer Coordinator 


Kathy Bresnahan 
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Bradford College 
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two different titles, working 16 hours in 
one position and 20 hours in another 
position,” Flynn said. “The job is broken up 
as a disguise. And meanwhile, their life is 
hold.” 

He said they are often stuck because 
they need the work and experience. He said 
the system if pathetic and abusive. 

“You get a lengthy education, then they 
look at you for five years part-time, and if 
you kiss ass and ajob opens up and fits your 
profile, which it will because they write it to 
fit you, then you will get a job,” Flynn said. 
“Then by the time retirement comes, be- 
cause of your income, you're in a bad posi- 
tion.” 


For More Information 
Office of Admission 
Bradford College 

320 South Main St. 
Haverhill, MA 
01835-7393 

(978) 372-7161 

(800) 336-6448 
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Student senate wraps up another semester 


66 


@ New group says 
they learned much 
while helping out 

college, community 


By ANDREA BALL 
Staff Reporter 


he student senate concludes 
| this year pleased with what 
they have accomplished and 

what they have overcome. 

“We have had our fair share of 
problems, but we accomplished a 
lot,” said Dina Brown, student ac- 
tivities coordinator and student 
senate adviser. “The most impor- 
tant thing to remember though is 
that we have learned from those 
mistakes, and we know what needs 
to be changed for next year.” 

At the start of the year ail nine 
senators ran unchallenged. They 
set individual and groups goals, 
most of which consisted of moti- 
vating students to participate in 
activities and accomplishing the 
necessary duties as deemed by the 
constitution. 

There was conflict over the is- 
sue of more activities and promo- 
tion for the Lawrence campus. 
Lynne Bernard, secretary of the 
senate, expressed her feelings in 
an interview conducted earlier this 
semester. 

“Lawrence and Haverhill are so 
extraordinarily different it is like 
night and day,” Bernard said. “I 
don’t want to spend the short 40 
minutes that we have discussing 
issues that pertain to Haverhill 
when I attend Lawrence and there 
are issues about Lawrence that 
also need to be addressed.” 

The senators did agree to alter- 
nate meetings between the two 
campuses and much of the pro- 
ceeds from the various commu- 
nity service acts have gone to the 
Lazarus house in Lawrence. 

All the senators agree the stron- 
gest part of the student senate’s 
role this year has been their orga- 
nization of community service 
acts. 

“We had a food and clothing 
drive, ‘Elves in Black,’ which was 
very successful in bringing goods 
to both the Emmaus and Ruth 
homes,” said Paul Soucy, senate 
vice-president. “We also provided 
Thanksgiving turkeys to the 
Emmaus House.” 
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Another major role the senate 
has played concerns the distribu- 
tion of the money from the budget 
to campus organizations. Five sen- 
ate members were on the student 
senate finance committee, which 
decided the preliminary alloca- 
tions. Among those organizations 
is the student senate and the stu- 
dent activities department. 

“The senators were pretty fair 
in allocating their own funds,” 
Brown said. “They realized that 
they would have to take a cut, and 
our treasurer (Fred Densowicz) cut 
our budget immediately without 
protest.” y 

The senate’s third and final 
duty, to schedule and preview stu- 
dent entertainment, was also a 
success this year. Five senators 
attended the Association for the 


Promotion of Campus Activities 
conference in Atlanta, Ga. to learn 
how to plan events for commu- 
nity college campuses. 

The four day conference pro- 
vided an opportunity for students 
and advisers from around the 
country to preview different co- 
medic and dramatic acts as well as 
to attend educational sessions 
about self-esteem, leadership, com- 
munication and multiracial issues. 

Two weeks after returning from 
the conference, the senate booked 
Joshua Kane, a Connecticut na- 
tive, who reads the works of Poe 
and Dickens, to perform in the 
Spurk Lecture Hall. 

“The conference makes you 
aware of what is out there,” Brown 
said. “It is an opportunity for stu- 
dents to meet other students and 


Time is running out... 
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Advisor and get a FREE trip* to Korea.Then 
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program that will launch Daewoo into the U.S 
market during 1998** 

From the moment you arrive in Seoul, Korea 
this summer your days will be crammed full of 
exciting, new experiences. You'll see Daewoo prod- 
ucts, visit Daewoo production facilities and enjoy 
Korean culture. The “Discover Daewoo” program 
is an experience you'll never forget. 


Although this year was complete with 
struggles it was a learning process. We 
have overcome differences and joined to 
work together to accomplish a great deal 
in a short period of time. 


learn to program activities like 
Joshua Kane.” 

Next. year the senate will con- 
tinue the scheduling of entertain- 
ment, using the techniques 
learned at the conference. They 
will also continue to promote par- 
ticipation in the community ser- 
vice activities as well as other ac- 


Then when you return to 


college as a Daewoo Campus 


tivities provided for by the senate. 

“Although this year was com- 
plete with struggles, it was alearn- 
ing process,” Brown said. “We have 
overcome differences and joined 
to work together to accomplish a 
great deal in a short period of 
time. I am proud of what the sen- 
ate has done.” 


Advisor**** you'll have the oppor- 

tunity to earn money and purchase 

a new Daewoo car at a substantial discount. 
Help build a new car company by helping us 

market Daewoo cars during your spare time. 


* Complete details will be provided at a later date. 


** Rules of this program may vary to comply with various state feqiiae cas 


*** Subject to eligibility and qualifications. 
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Open your eyes to Mexico 


@ A historical site offers much to 
those who love to travel 


By GEORGIA KRITIKOS 


Guest Contributor 


want the general vacation plan can escape conven | 


S tudents who are thinking about traveling, but don’t 


tional routine and land on the spiritual grounds of 
Mexico. 

Mexico City draws tourism from all around the world. 
The city is built on ruins which belonged to an Aztec 
empire. The tribes are known for their worship to the sun 
and moon deities and their profound calender system. 

The feeling of walking around in an atmosphere created 
by a wealth of culture and religion makes the eyes and 
heart open up to a different way of life. Here is a sampling 
of things to do and see: 

The Pink Zone: Zona Rosa is a district for the tourist. 
This area is characterized by an abundance of hotels, 
restaurants, boutiques, jewelers, street peddlers selling 
traditional masks and dolls, mariachies and, of course, 
many faces from around the world. Staying in the area 
would suffice every shoppers delight. 

Bullfights: Mexico’s principal bullring sits 50,000 fans. 
Plaza de Toros is one of the largest bullrings in the world. 
Introduced from the Spaniards, the event is definitely a 
shared devotion amongst fans. 

These savage horned beasts are released in the arena to 
combat with their opponent, the torero. The torero, dressed 
in a richly embroidered outfit, gracefully uses his cape to 
encourage a charge from the bull. 

After the kill, the torero circles the arena to the applause 
of the spectators. A popular and entertaining event to 
encounter. 

Taxco: This quaint hillside village is famous for its silver 
and old-fashioned beauty. Walking through the cobble- 
stone streets, you notice the stunning churches to the 


glinting wares of silver shops. Relaxing in the essence of 
the mystical beauty Taxco offers, can have a passionate 
effect on the soul. 

Pyramids: Through traditional rituals the sun and moon 
pyramids of Teotihuacan ensure regularity of the seasons, 
the productivity of the land, and the fertility of crops and 
animals. 

The pyramids have a rectangular base with a length of 
500 feet and a width of 433 feet, reaching a height mea- 
sured at 150 feet. This amazing sight can create an over- 
whelming feelings toward its existence. 

Mexico City is a fascinating place to visit. From its 
enormous attractions and its diversity, one would never be 
bored. 

The Mexicans are hospitable to foreign visitors. They 
exude life and express it through there smiling faces. Few 
cities offer such pleasant surprises. 

For further information about trips available through 
our college travel agency, Essex House of Travel, stop by 
Spurk 202 or call Sue Fritz, officer manager, at 556-3636. 


Georgia Kritikos photos 
SCENES FROM MEXICO: Teotihuacan, once a site of 
Aztec pyramids used for prayer, ceremonies and sacri- 
fices, today is a popular tourist attraction. Above, visi- 
tors can pay or just listen to Mariachi performers on boat 
rides, here shown in the Gardens of Xochimilcl. 


Taking a tour through history at Lowell 


@ The cost cannot be beat 
when looking for a little 
culture in the Valley 


By JODY CAREY 
Staff Reporter 


Francis Cabot Lowell, recreated from 


E 1813 a wealthy Boston merchant, 
memory an English power loom in 


America. His creation marked the begin- 
ning of a growth in textile production, with 
the Boott Cotton Mill being in the center of 


_ the largest industrial movement. 


Today the buildings which once housed 
the mills are a tribute to the Industrial 
Revolution. The Boott Cotton Mills Mu- 
seum, part of the Lowell National Historical 
Park, gives visitors insight into what it was 
like to live and work during the rise of the 
textile industry in the 1800s and 1900s. 

During the walk from the parking lot to 


the museum, one can en- 
counter historical sights, in- 
cluding 19th century archi- 
tecture, cobblestone road- 
ways, operating gatehouses, 
canals, worker housing, and 
turn of the century trolleys. 

Upon exiting the Lowell 
National Park Visitor Cen- 
ter, one finds himself en- 
gulfed in the quietude and 
serenity ofa tree-lined court- 
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yard, only to be accosted by 
the reality of the hustle and 
bustle of downtown Lowell’s 
daily life at the opposite end. 

Within a few steps, one 
is again surrounded by 
peacefulness while strolling 
along the refurbished 
cobblestone roadway, complete with gas- 
light lampposts. 

Approximately 500,000 people visit the 
park every year. Most visit in the summer 
months when the canal tours and several 
other special events are offered. 

For instance, weekly concerts are held at 
the mill girl boarding houses in July and 
August and the Lowell Folk Festival is held 
during the last weekend in July. 

“The Boott Cotton Mill Museum is prob- 
ably one of the most highly visited exhibits, 
although I couldn’t swear to it,” said Mike 
Curran, information services. A park ranger 
stationed on the second floor said the num- 
ber of visitors has risen in the past five 
years. 

The collections reflect the technology of 
the 19th and early 20th century as well as 
the culture of the working class. To enable 
visitors to get a firsthand experience, albeit 
not an exact replication, the bottom floor of 
the museum houses a 1920s weaving room 
with 88 working power looms. 

The mellow atmosphere of the museum 
entryway is quickly shattered as you pass 
through the anteroom of the main exhibit. 


File photo 
PLACE CF IMPORTANCE: The Merrimack Valley city 
of Lowell is site of a national park, which serves to teach 
about the history of the American Industrial Revolution. 


The pounding and clacking of the working 
looms is nerve racking and the atmosphere 
is hot, humid and musty. The noise level is 
like thousands of sports fans madly stomp- , 
ing on the metal bleachers of an outdoor 
stadium. The quiet ambiance of second 
floor provides a welcome change. 

The second floor is home to examples of 
pre-industrial and industrial machinery, 
tools, photographs and drawings, workers’ 
personal articles, video programs about the 
rise, fall, and reforming of Lowell and inter- 
active exhibits such as clapping cards — a 
method used to clean the cotton, which 
involves brushing two wooden paddles with 
small metal teeth — resembling a dog brush 
—in opposite directions until all the clumps 
and debris are removed. Not an easy task. 

The Lowell National Historical Park is 
located off the Lowell Connector from Route 
495 to Thorndike Street exit. From there, 
follow the signs to the free visitor parking 
lot. The majority of the exhibits are free. 
However, the museum charges adults, $4 
and youths 6-16 and students $2. Park hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. In the summer, the park 
is open until 6 p.m. ° 
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GETTING READY: Students pick up their caps and gowns in the student center. 


Ti 
Students to graduate in 


ceremony on the Quad May 30 


at 3 p.m. 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Impulse Editor 


ore than 600 students, their families, 
M faculty and staff will gather together 

on the Haverhill campus for NECC’s 
36th commencement’ exercises on Saturday, 
May 30 at 3 p.m. 

Led by Grand Marshall Professor Edward P. 
Champy Jr., students and faculty members will 
process onto the quadrangle next to the sports 
center where a tent will shade them from the 
sunshine everyone is hoping for. If inclement 
weather prevails, everything will be moved into 
the gym. 

After the Invocation and playing of The Na- 
tional Anthem, President David Hartleb will 


to 


greet the graduates, facul 
introduce the speakers. 
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now vice president and ge 
Pawtucket Red Sox will d 
ment address to the gradi 
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Program helps students to set the {| 


Offers them a better chance 
to succeed at college the 1st 


time around 


By ANDREA BALL 
Staff Reporter 


a program sponsored by the Federal 

Government’s Tri-Program is graduating 24 
students. PACE falls under the student support ser- 
vice aspect of the program. It provides students with 
everything the college has to offer, but in a smaller 
250 student setting. 

PACE mirrors the college’s services from their 
transfer advisers to their career advisers. The pro- 
gram provides transfer services, career services, 
mentors, and academic services such as peer tutor- 
ing and advising. 

Ragnhild Roycroft, a paralegal major is one of the 
graduates. As a mother of three, her oldest two years 
away from college, she was a little nervous about 
returning to school. 

“Being 20 odd years out of school I was a little 


Ge 


Pp athways to Academic Career Excellence (PACE), 


“In high school I never 
planned on going to a uni- 
versity. PACE brought me to 
five different universities and 
showed me-what college life 
is like,” said Denesowicz, 29. 
“The PACE program has pro- 
vided me with tremendous 
support,” said the student 
senate treasurer. 
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hesitant about returning,” said Roycroft. “I heard 
about the program through one of my developmen- 
tal courses. They were looking for students and I 
applied. The program does an excellent job of help- 
ing you adjust to college life.” 

Students in the PACE program must meet three 
requirements. They must be first generation college 
students who receive financial aide and enrolled in 
developmental courses. 

Roycroft praises the cultural programs as well as 
the academic programs offered through PACE. 

“T went to the Museum of Fine Arts with PACE. I 
also visited Salem State College with the program,” 
said Roycroft. “They do everything for you. They get 
the bus and tickets. All you have to do is show up.” 

The program also offers workshops to help stu- 
dents excel in their classes and in their lives outside 
of school. 

“I attended the resume workshop,” said Roycroft. 
“I wish I had taken advantage of more of the pro- 
grams and workshops that they offered. They liter- 
ally provided you with everything. You just have to 
take advantage of it.” 

Fred Denesowicz, a business major, who is trans- 
ferring to UMass-Lowell, is graduating from the 
PACE program. Like many of the nontraditional 
students at NECC, Denesowicz, who worked as achef 
for nine years, decided to change careers. 

“I wanted to get into a new profession, but I 
wasn’t sure what I wanted to do,” said Denesowicz, 
a 1987 Whittier Vocational High School graduate. 

Not only does the program help you while you are 
in it, it continues to help you once you have gradu- 
ated. PACE keeps in contact with graduates and 
helps them enter the work force or achieve higher 
education. 

Upon entering NECC, the PACE program provided 
Denesowicz with well needed direction and support. 

“In high school I never planned on going to a 
university. PACE brought me to five different univer- 
sities and showed me what college life is like,” said 
Denesowicz, 29. 

“The PACE program has provided me with tre- 
mendous support,” said Denesowicz, student senate 
treasurer. 

“My mentor, Mary Roche, and the other counse- 
lors have helped me with career and college transfer 
decisions. They’ve also given me great support in 
making general life decisions.” 

Denesowicz cites the peer tutoring program as an 
excellent learning tool and support system for mem- 
bers of PACE. 

“It not only helps the person you are tutoring, but 
you as well,” said Denesowicz. “It helps you retain 
the knowledge.” 

Roycroft and Denesowicz agree that PACE played 
an integral role in their success at NECC. 


KEEPING THE PACE: Students in the PACE and Bridges to Success Progra 
graduation party for the two programs. 


And the graduates 


Editor’s note: The following is a tentative list of those 
students eligible to graduate, pending their spring 
semester grades. 

Stephen Abbott, Mirna Abdelghany, Albania Abreu, 
Kathy Adam, Renee Adams, Christopher Adshade, 
Judith Albanese, Paula Alicea, Gertrude Allen, Ruth 
Altamirano, Joan Ames, Thomas Angold, Anne Annis, 
Carol Ansill, Anthony Antonelli, Raymond 
Antonopoulos, Joseph Anzalone III, Kristin Arivella, 
Patricia Arrajj, Joel Arsenault 

B 

Kevin Bacon, Paul Bagdigian, Lora Baker, Bethany 
Bancroft, Diane Barcomb, Kimberly Barenholtz, Kelly 
Barnes, Seydyss Barreto, Denis Barron, Susan Bartis, 
Rhonda Bass, Catherine Batora, Teresa Batten, Kelly 
Beaudoin, Barbara Begin, Kim Begin, Julie Belanger, 
Kimberly Bell, Jodie Belloise, Joanne Bellomo, Isabelle 
Belzile, Herman Benson, Eric Bergendahl, Trisha 
Bergeron, Michelle Bernard, Louise Bernhardt, Pamela 
Bertrand, Lisa Berube, Kevin Bickford, Angela Binette, 
Robin Birmingham, Edward Bishop, Barbara Black, 
Deborah Blake, Sheryl Boch-Lloyd, Tamara Bogdan, 
Holly Boisselle, Doreen Bonney, Patricia Borek, 


Kathleen Borruso, 

Boucher, Nicole Bouche! 
Bourassa, Tammie Bourque, 
Bowman, Steven Bramha 
Breen, Amy Breen, Miche! 
Brindle, Miosotis Brito, Gis 
Sandra Brundage, Jennifer B 
Lisa Burch, Daniel Burm, Re 
Bussiere, Toni-Ann Butler, T 


Carol Cabrera, AnnMarie 
Gabriela Calouro, Carolyt 
Camargo, Peter Camasso, Ki 
Campusano, Roanne Caputo 
nis Cardone, Barbara Carne 
Meredith Carroll, Kevin Cal 
Cashman, Flavia Castaneda,5 
Matty Catlett, Janelle Ce: 
Jawaharlau Chajulall, Verne 
Chan, David Charest, Craig 
William Chasse, Trisha 
Chibuogwu, Susan Chory, Ka 
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their program requirements before May 31. 
Graduates who have achieved a QPA of 3.5 and 
higher are presented with awards at a special 
convocation May 21. 

Commencement chairperson, Mary Prunty 
said the commencement exercises are a time to 
celebrate the accomplishments of students from 
all walks of life who bring with them their own 
stories of lifestyle changes and aspirations. 

“It’s a day for success” she said. “People get 
turned on to success and we feel it’s important 
to honor students in preparation for the world 
and life after their program here.” 

Sign language services will be provided by 


_ professional interpreters as well as by students 


in the college’s Deaf Studies Sign Language 
Interpreter Program. 

Music will be provided by Paella Brass, and a 
professional photographer will be taking pic- 
tures of all the graduates. 

A reception including refreshments will fol- 
low the two hour ceremony. 


» talk about his career and days 
at Northern Essex 


; ou Schwechheimer, a 1997 NECC graduate and 
currently vice president and general manager 
of the Pawtucket Red Sox will be the com- 


mencement speaker at the college’s 36th commence- 
ment exercises May 30 at 3 p.m. at the Haverhill 
Campus. 


"Lou is a Northern Essex success story and our 
students will be able to relate well to him and his 
message,” said president David Hartleb. 

Schwechheimer came to Northern Essex after 
graduating from Newburyport High School and said 
he was tentative and unsure, but Northern Essex 
“embraced him.” 

While at the college he discovered he wanted a 
career in professional sports and credits retired 


“It’s a day for success” she 
said. “People get turned on to 
success and we feel it’s im- 
portant to honor students in 
preparation for the world 
and life after their program 
here.” 


Alumnus to address grads 


faculty member, Carl Beal, with “creating the initial 
spark.” 

After graduating from NECC, Schwechheimer 
transferred to UMass Amherst. While a student 
there, he landed his first job in professional sports as 
an intern for the Boston Red Sox. He joined the 


PawSox, Boston’s minor league team in 1981 and has 
served as director of public relations, assistant gen- 


eral manager, general manager and his current 
position since 1986. 

The once failing team is now thriving and has 
received many awards for excellence, including pre- 
mier ball club of minor league baseball by fans. 

Schwechheimer has been named International 
League Executive of the Year and Boston Baseball 
Writers’Executive of the Year for several years in 
addition to other honors by colleagues and peers. 

He wants to share his story in his commencement 
remarks.“The graduating students are at a major 
crossroads just as I was 20 years ago. I want to talk 
about the vision they will need to succeed,” he said. 


Convocation to honor 250 students 


® Students nominated for both 
high GPA’s and contributions 
to college life 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Impulse Editor 


O 


nce again NECC will present special awards 
to students who have achieved academic 
excellence and made outstanding contribu- 


“We feel that these students 
and their families should 
have an elegant reception to 
honor their accomplish- 
ments,” Mary Prunty said. 


tions to student and community organizations. 

The Convocation awards ceremony will be held 
Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m. in the Student Center. 
Invitations have been extended to approximately 
250 honorees, their families and faculty members 
who share in the accomplishments of students’ 
college experiences. 

“This a very unique group of students and we 
want to honor them. We recognize that people’s lives 
are very intermingled in their personal, professional 
and academic lives,” said Mary Prunty, chairperson 
of the Convocation Committee. 

The criteria for the academic awards requires 
students to have a quality point average of 3.5 or 
above, earned 45 credits as of Jan. 31, 1998 for an 
associate degree, or half of the required credits for a 
certificate program. 

Petition for graduation in June 1998 must have 
been approved or prior graduation in August, 1997 
or January, 1998 have been accomplished. 

Co-curricular awards are presented to students 
who have participated in student life activities, earned 
a minimum cumulative average of 2.0 at the end of 
the previous semester, and who accrued 45 credits 
for their program or one-half of their credits for a 
certificate. They must have carried six credits or 
more in their last semester and received approval of 
their petition for graduation 

This year two new distinctions will be added to 
the co-curricular honors, said Dina Brown, coordina- 
tor of student activities. 

The President’s Cup award will be given to the 


athletic team with the highest combined QPA. Com- 
petition will be among basketball, soccer, golf, vol- 
leyball and baseball teams. 

A Student Leadership Development award will be 
presented to a student who has shown extraordinary 
participation in various workshops focused on lead- 
ership and management styles, goal setting, time 
and stress management and other community lead- 
ership development programs. 

“These additions are a collaborative effort be- 
tween the academic and co-curricular activities,” 
said Brown. “It adds to the vitality of the college.” 

Special awards will also be presented to students 
who do not meet the criteria for other awards but 
who have contributed to NECC or other students in 
some exceptional way. Prunty said the one thing she 
does not want is to overlook anyone deserving of the 
awards. She said students who have not been con- 
tacted and feel they should be recognized should 
contact Sandra Lambert at ext. 3325. 

As a continuing part of NECC’s Community Ser- 
vice Literacy Program, guests have once again been 
asked to bring a new children’s book, kindergarten 
or elementary school-age to the ceremony. The books 
will be donated to area schools. 

Following the awards ceremony, a reception 
featuring fountains of sparkling water, finger foods, 
desserts and fruit baskets will be held at the Bentley 
Library for the guests. 

“We feel that these students and their families 
should have an elegant reception to honor their 
accomplishments,” said Prunty. 
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Joyce Jones 
Associate’s degree in Human Services - 
G.PA. - 3.45 

Jones, 54, is looking forward to 
graduating with honors. She has 
earned her Drug and Alcohol Coun- 
seling Certificate and now looks 
forward to taking her state certifi- 
cation exam. 

Jones, of Danville, N.H., was 
unable to go to college after high 
school. 

“I want to tell people, don’t 
give up and don’t let age be a 
barrier to continuing your educa- 
tion. You are never too old,” she 
said. 

Jones works for the Massachu- 
setts Department of Mental Health. 

“I got my job from a state 
speaker who came to NECC and 
hired me on the spot,” Jones said. 
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ing NECC’s graduates 


a 


Cynthia J. Boulier 
Associate’s degree in General Studies 
G.P.A. - 3.82 

Boulier is a participant in the 
Bridges to Success Program. She 
has worked in the advising center 
and this inspired her to seek a 
position in career counseling or as 
a bereavement counselor. 

After graduating, Boulier, who 
lives in Methuen with her 9-year- 
old daughter Elizabeth, plans to 
transfer to a four-year college and 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in Hu- 
man. Studies. 

She said NECC is ideal to any- 
one looking for a comfortable place 
to begin their journey toward a 
higher education. 

“It has been so much fun, and 
it’s still so exciting. I haven’t had 
a bad professor,” Boulier said. 


PROFILES WRITTEN BY S 


Gregory Paquette 
Associate’s degree in Liberal Arts-Biol- 
ogy Option G.P.A. - 3.70 

Paquette, a student who was 
named to the Dean’s List in fall 
1997, has pursued his love of film 
production while attending NECC. 

His involvement combined with 
his education to create a docu- 
mentary and film exploring aqua 
culture. 

Paquette has been accepted to 
the University of Alaska in South 
East Juno. He will be majoring in 
marine biology. 

He and his wife Carrie Ann, 
residents of Lawrence, will be re- 
locating and beginning a family in 
Alaska in August. 

“I had an outstanding experi- 
ence at NECC and loved the small 
school atmosphere,” said Paquette. 


Here’s a look at this year's 
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Christmas, Victor Chu, Chantal 
Chunilal, Aaron Cianelli, Paula Ciaraldi- 
Komola, Sabrina Ciosek, Marianne 
Ciovacco, Christina Clancy, S. Kerry 
Clark, Robert Clark, Dale Clark, 
Stephanie Clayman, Rose-Lee Clooney, 
Elizabeth Cole, Donald Coleman, Chris- 
tine Collins, Jill Collupy, Karen Condon, 
Colleen Conley, Lee Conte, Brian Cook, 
Ellen Copello, Christina Cordon, Ronald 
Corporon, Colleen Corrigan, Michelle 
Costanzo, Lisa Cote, Cynthia Coughlin, 
Monique Couture, foann Couture, 
Juliette Cowper, Amanda Crowell, Su- 
san Cummings, Christopher Cuscia 
D 

Susan D’Agnese, Kim Daly, Grace 
Daly, Sarah Dastoli, Suzanne Davidson, 
Erica Davis, Ethan Dawe, David De 
Gregorio, Johanna Dean, Richard 
DeCoito, Jennifer DeCunto, Jodi Dell, 
Michele Dello Iacono, Margaret 
Delorme, Deborah DeLotto, John 
Deveau, Linda Deziel, Dorothy 
Dichiara, Dolores DiGennaro, Victoria 
DiGiustino, Jessica Dimond, Ann Marie 
DiNapoli, Lilibeth Dingle, Tammy 
Dinsmore, Carol DiPietro, Ann Marie 
DiSorbo, Raymond Dobry, Linda 
Doherty, Michele Doherty, Jody 
Dominquez, Amy Donahue, Maryanne 
Donahue, Catherine Donahue, Cynthia 
Doran, Dawn Doucette, Paulette 
Doucette, Frances Dougherty, Cheryl 
Douty, Ellen Dowe, JoAnn Downs, 
Diane Drinan, Martha Driscoll, Debora 
Driscoll, Sandra Duarte, Renee Dube, 
Julie Dubois, Nicole Dubois, Jennifer 
Dumas 

E, F,G 

Sandra Ebacher, Darlene Ebert, Jo- 
seph Egan, Donna Eggers, Christine 
Elie, Amanda Emerson, Keith Emerson, 
Joseph Emond, James Ensinger Jr, David 
Eoll, Allison Eramo, Deborah Estey, 
Jose Estrella, Patricia Evans, Mary-Eliza- 
beth Fahey, Diane Famolare, Jennifer 
Farmer, Gayle Feole, Jose Ferreira, 
Candice Ferrill, Lisa Fielding, Pamela 
Fields, Maria Figuereo, Lisa Finnegan, 
Wayne Firth, Cynthia Fisette, Amy 
Fitzgerald, Nora Fitzgibbon, Elaine 


Flynn, Christine Flynn, Anne Flynn, 
Jean Foley, Victoria Fortin, Sheri Fortin, 
Thomas Foucher, Kristen Francis, Brian 
Francis, Mary Frattaroli, Lucy Frazier, 
Christine Fredrickson, Doreen Fritschy, 
Laura Frizelle, Sherry Fu, Joan Gaffney, 
Shawn Gagnon, Kostas Gakis, Kelly 
Gallagher, Denise Gallant, Diane Gal- 
lant, Scott Garand, Meryl Garber, Kelly 
Garvey, Anthony Gaudette, Paul 
Gauthier, Lillian Gauthier, Melanie 
Gavriel, Linda Getchell, Kimberly 
Gifford, Yesenia Gil, Christina Gilman, 
Kerry Giolito, Diane Gmyrek, Dana 
Goldthwaite, Luz Gomez, Ana Gomez, 
Fiordaliza Gomez, Karen Goss, Keri 
Gostanian, Susan Gramzow, James 
Grimes, Love Gutierrez, Cheryl Guy, 
Dania Guzman, Yubelky Guzman, 
Roberto Guzman ~ 
H 

Lenore Habeeb, Lorraine 
Haibowicz, Bernard Hailson, Martha 
Hall, Ellis Hall, Gail Halloran, Alan 
Hallowell, Pearl Hanagan, Matthew 
Haney, Michael Hanides, Keith Harb, 
Sarah Hardy, Siegrid Hardy, Bettie 
Harper, Jossy Harrison, Diane Hart, 
Susan Hart, William Harvey Jr, Justin 
Hatem, Eileen Havey, Jeffrey Haynes, 
Gloria Healy, Twyla Heaney, Bonnie 
Hebsch, Marian Hefron, Lisa Heinrich, 
David Hennessey, Rosemary 
Hernandez, Cynthia Hession, Jessica 
Higgins, Charmaine Hinds, Dorothy 
Hines, Dat Hoang, Robert Hobbs, 
Nadinea Hobbs, Marie Hodgdon, Anna 
Hoffmann, Margery Hollis, Veronica 
Holmes, Cynthia Homer, Kevin Horgan, 
Michelle Houle, Vicki House, Scott 
House, Mary Hubbard, Terri Hubbard, 
Damon Hunt 

LJ,K 

Irma Irizarry, Henry Jackman III, 
David Janco, John Janes, Judith Jellison, 
Matthew Johnson, Jill Jolin, Joyce Jones, 
David Jones, Cassandra Kannan, 
Melinda Kaplan, Nicole Kasimatis, 
Natalya Katalichenko, Diane 
Katsimpas, Andrea Kauppila, Kenneth 
Keamy, Carla Keefe, Justine Keenan, 
Robert Kelley, Sean Kelley, Erin Kelly, 
James Kent, Maria Keohan, Lauren 


Kibildis, Derek Kimball, Elizabeth 
Kippen, Daniel Kivlehan, Antoinette 
Knott, Karen Knowles, Kristin 
Korowski, Robert Kozec, Kathryn 
Krafton, Kristin Kranefuss 
L 

Cheri Lacey, Daniel LaFond, Ed- 
ward LaFontaine, Jennifer Lajoie, Linda 
Lambert, Sharon Lamprecht, Michelle 
Landry, Sean Landry, April Langis, Eric 
Langlois, Lessette Lantigua, Deborah 
LaPierre, Key Largo, Dana LaRocque, 
Stephanie Laskiewicz, Kimberly 
Lavallee, Dung Le, Lisa Leblanc, Charles 
LeBlanc Jr, Corrine Lee, Kim Lemp, 
Laurie Lennon, Jeanne Lenzie, Sean 
Leonard, Michael Lesofsky, Bobbie 
Letch, Brian Letendre, Deborah Leveille, 
Priscilla Levesque, Alfred Levesque, 
Jacqueline Lew, Kevin Lewis, Renato 
Lima, Dara Lindner, Joyce Lister, Su- 
san Litchfield, Elalaine Lobsien, Eliza- 
beth Logue, Juanita Lopez, John Losh, 
Marylou Lossman, Linda Lugo- 
Israelsohn, Jonathan Luna 

M 

James Macaulay Jr., Glen Madore, 
Matthew Magee, Michelle Main, John 
Mambro, Daniel Maniatakos, Susan 
Manning, Priscilla Marsh, Kevin 
Marshall, Susan Marson, Cynthia Mar- 
tin, Yanelys Martinez, Louis Martone, 
Bonnie Matthews, Dianne May, April 
McArthur, Steven McCarthy, Robert 
McCauley, Shawna McCloskey, Melissa 
McDonald, Andrea McElroy, Jonathan 
McGhee, Michael McIntyre, Rachel 
McMahon, Kevin McNamara, Carolynn 
Medeiros, Dorothy Melchin, Linda 
Melville, Adalina Mendez, Steven 
Mercier, Kathleen Merrill, Nicole 
Merrill, Justin Metzner, Joseph Midolo, 
Noah Miklas, David Miller, Raquel 
Miller, Michelle Minahan, Jodi Mitchell, 
Jennifer Mitchell, Dana Modine, 
Priscilla Monson, Virginia Montalvo, 
Angel Montalvo, Steven Montello, 
Christine Monto, Judy Mooney, Michael 
Moran, Dahianara Moran, Michael 
Moreau, Lisa Morelli, Janice Morris, 
Robert Moss, William Mudrick, Karen 
Mullings, Dianna Murch, Linda 
Murnane, Jeremiah Murphy, Brian 
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Joseph Anzalone 
Associate’s degree in Radiologic Tech- 
nology G.P.A. - 3.2 

Anzalone, 25, of Kingston, N.H., 
plans to transfer to Middlesex 
Community College. He wants to 
obtain Ultra Sound Program and 
Echo-Cardiogram certificates. He 
hopes to get a job administering 
echo cardiograms. 

“Echo cardiograms provide a 
specialized image of the heart. It is 
a very lucrative field,” Anzalone 
said. 

Anzalone said he met a lot of 
professionals in his field while at 
NECC.. 

“The clinical experience al- 
lowed me to interface with profes- 
sionals who have a much higher 
education than I thought I would. 
They gave me a lot of guidance.” 


Matty Catlett 

Associate’s degree in Office Technol- 
ogy-Executive Secretary Option G.P.A. 
- 3.98 


Catlett has been involved in 
the Student Leadership Program, 
Co-Captain of the volleyball team 
and inducted into Alfa Beta Gama, 
a national business honor society. 

She has been on the Dean’s or 
President’s list since she started 
here. She has won a writing award 
and three scholarships. Catlett, of 
Lawrence, said her co-op opportu- 
nities helped her career direction. 
She hopes to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing. 

Going to Barbados as part of 
the Study Abroad Program was 
one of her best memories. 

“It was an experience I never 
could have gotten without NECC.” 


graduating class 


Murphy, Susan Muse 
N, O 

Linda Nason, Carmen Navarro, Jen- 
nifer Navarro, Robin Nelson, Cheryl 
Newey, Linh Nguyen, Thang Nguyen, 
Thanh. Nguyen, Ha Nguyen, Erin 
Nicolosi, Lisa Nieves, Maryann Noonan, 
Lois Noonan, Michelle Norton, Ingrid 
Nosko, Maria Nunez, Ellen Nutter, 
Deirdre O’Connor, Anna O’Day, 
Kathleen O’Donnell, Christopher 
O’Dwyer, Patrick O’Loughlin, Paul 
O’Neil, Poe O’Noris, Maribel Ojeda, 
Stephanie Olson, Jose Orozco, Julie 
Orsillo, Wanda Osgood, Joseph 
Ouellette, Jennifer Ouellette, Jennifer 
Ouellette 

P 

Eileen Pacy, Kathleen Panopoulos, 
Frances Pappalardo, Gregory Paquette, 
Kristine Paquette, Joseph Paradis, 
Henedine Pare, Audrey Pare, Althea 
Parker, Renee Parker, Linda Parker- 
Tuxbury, Edward Pascucci, James 
Pasquarello, Julie Patten, Janice 
Pawlick, Kristen Pearless, Janet 
Pedreira, Florence Pellegrino, Cheryl 
Pelletier, Jose Pena, Patience Penney, 
Luz Perez, Maria Perez, Janice Pero, 
Robyn Perrin, Wanda Perry, Linda 
Persichetti, Barbara Peters, Thuy Pham, 
Frances Phaneuf, Jelani Phillips, Joshua 
Phillips, Lisa Pierce, Rollka Pimentel, 
Lynne Pouliot, Alenoosh Pourmand, 
Joy Prentice, Dennis Privitera, Martha 
Puello 

QR 

Sue Quinlan, Angela Quinlan, 
Patricia Quinton, Rosemary Racite, 
Justin Radulski, Raisa Rafalovich, Jen- 
nifer Raimondi, Tatiana Ramos, Tara 
Reardon, Denise Regan, Susan Reidy, 
Jennifer Rennick, Maria Reyes, Jenni- 
fer Rich, Jason Richardson, Liana 
Richenburg, Shannon Rigsby, Rosalie 
Riley, Colleen Riley, John Riley, Char- 
lotte Ringleb, Tracy Riopelle, Telisa 
Ripberger, Venus Rivera, Alba Rivera, 
James Riviezzo, Aaron Robbins, Jenni- 
fer Roberis, Elizabeth Robinson, Daniel 
Roger, Arlene Roli, Kathryn Rose, 
Lucille Rossetti, John Rothwell, Jaime 
Rourke, Jaime Routhier, Ragnhild 


Roycroft, Rebekah Rust, Priscilla Ryan 
Ss 
Jeffrey Saba, Jodi-Beth Sabbagh, 
Susan Samon, Hector Santana, Will- 
iam Santomas, David Saulnier, Amy 
Scharn, Suzanne Sciora, Susan Sciuto, 
Alvino Serrano, Cheryl Shannon, Jen- 
nifer Shattuck, Tina Shepherd, Dennis 
Sherlock, John Shirling, Pamela 
Shuttle, Vanessa Silva, Jennifer Silva, - 
Patricia Six, Ann Skaggs, Matthew 
Skladany, Dawn Somers, Kristan Soucy, 
Brenda Soucy, Linda Spiro, Robert 
Spoon, Sonya St Pierre, Wendy Stacy, 
John Stanton Jr, Lynda Steen, Diane 
Stefanilo, Anne Stelmash, Kate Stevens, © 
Tracy Stopyra, Elisabeth Streeter, 
Walter Studencki, Kelly Sullivan, Tania _- 
Sullivan, Alexis Sullivan, Andrew 
Sullivan, Laurie Sullivan, Shay Sullivan- 
Boover, Eric Sundquist, Carla Sweetra — 
T 
Julie Taborne, Lori Talbot, Judy 
Tamagna, Michael Tarantino, Lisa 
Tarmey, Pauline Tarness, Linda Taurasi, 
Yudelka Tejada, Danette Tekelenburg, 
Lynne Tessimond, Charlene Therrien, 
Heather Thistle, Karen Thompson, 
Laurette Thornell, Joshua Thurlow, 
Emanuel Tickelis, Erin Tidd, Susan 
Tomasz-Taylor, Lornna Tompkins, 
Patricia Toomey, Jeffery Tracy, Sonya 
Treadwell, Robin Tremblay, Diane 
Trim, Carleton Trombly, Ada Troncoso, 
Romayne Trudo, Miranda Trussell, Julia 
Turner 
U-Z 
Vanessa Underwood, John Urato, 
Belgica Urbaez, Victor Urena, 
Alexander Uszynski, Umit Uysal, Amie 
Veratti, LeeAnn Villeneuve, Jennifer 
Vincent, Joan Vines, Rachel Waldrip, 
Sharon Warnat, Robin Warren, 
Kathleen Webster, Debbie Weightman, 
Lauren Weiner, Patti Weinhold, Holly 
Weldon, Timothy Wells, Maria Wells, 
Andrea Whalen, Terry Wheeler, Susan 
White, Erin Wholley, Kathleen Wild, 
Samuel Williams Jr, Lynn Wilson, 
Shirley Woodbury, Tara Lee Woodside, 
Andrea Worster, Paul Yachimski, Tho- 
mas York, Svetlana Zinland, Cynthia 
Zwicher. 
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Creating a 
supportive 
environment 


@ Schools try to fight 
ignorance and encourage 
tolerance for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals 


By RENEE SPRAGUE 
Staff Reporter 


Ment against minorities, New England 

high schools and colleges have incorpo- 
rated gay/straight student alliances. 

As part of this alliance, project directors 
of the Massachusetts Governor’s Commis- 
sion on Gay and Lesbian Youth visited NECC 
to discuss homophobia, multiple minority 
_ status (religion, class, race and ethnicity), 
identity development and counseling is- 
sues. 

Arthur Lipkin and Catherine Roberts, 
both Instructors at Harvard, condensed their 
eight week program into two hours April 
22. About 25 faculty, staff and students 
listened to their presentation. 

“Massachusetts is a supportive environ- 
ment ...and there are more things happen- 
ing in Massachusetts for GLB (gay/lesbian/ 
bisexual) youth than anywhere in the coun- 
try,” Roberts said. 

Governor Weld and thousands of gay 
and straight students rallied in Boston to 
encourage state legislatures to pass anti- 
gay discrimination legislation, she said. 

Their program encourages teachers to 
- develop an inclusive atmosphere around 
campus and urges students to form gay/ 
straight alliances. 

Lipkin and Roberts travel to high schools 
and colleges around the state, helping fac- 
ulty and staff develop the requirements 
which have become standard in instruction 
of gay/lesbian issues. 

_“In many cases, teachers tend to let 
verbal attacks among students slide if it 
isn’t of race or ethnicity,” Lipkin said. 

“We need to create a learning environ- 
ment where young people don’t have to 
struggle so much.” Roberts said. 

They said GLB were 5 times more likely 
to skip school over other students because 
they felt unsafe. Anti-gay threats and at- 
tacks are now against the law. 

The Department of Education policy says 
that, “schools should amend the existing 
anti-harassment policies to include prohib- 
iting violence, harassment, and verbal abuse 
directed against gay and lesbian students 
and those perceived to be gay or lesbian.” 

On Dec. 10, 1993, Governor William 
Weld signed the Gay and Lesbian Student 
Right Law, which prohibits discrimination 
in public schools on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

The law says, “gay students are guaran- 
teed redress when they suffer name calling, 
threats of violence, and unfair treatment in 
school .. .” In addition, it gives the right to 
form gay/straight alliances at schools. 

A Massachusetts Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey conducted by the Department of 
Education in 1995 showed that about 29 
percent of GLB students were threatened or 
injured with a weapon at school compared 
to the 6.7 percent of other students. 

Because GLB “challenge the value sys- 
tem” of many backgrounds, they are tar- 
gets of violence and in many cases attempt 


IE response verbal and physical harass- 


suicide nearly four times more often than 
other students do, Roberts said. 

There needs to be support to let “them 
flourish . . . helping these students stay 
spiritual while not sacrificing their iden- 
tity,” she said. 

Lipkin and Roberts said schools do not 
provide enough information in libraries or 
on film concerning these matters. They said 
most of the material supplied is out of date 
and are of a negative nature. 

Some students rely on the portrayal of 
gays/lesbians from television and movies. 
This is not always an accurate perception, 
they said. 

“Schools need to have good books and 
films that show GLB experiences from people 
of all backgrounds . . . including those of 
multiple minorities. These resources can 
provide positive reinforcement to GLB,” 
Roberts said. 

“To grow and feel comfortable with them- 
selves, they need to identify with someone 
that they have several things in common 
with. Issues surrounding religion and fami- 
lies that may not be supportive of their 
identity,” she said. 

While the openness of sexual orienta- 
tion has risen, some people are locked into 
a world of ignorance and fear of what they 
do not know, or do not try to understand. 

The purpose of an alliance is to meet the 
needs of students who want to address 
issues of sexual orientation and homopho- 
bia. These “school based support groups” 
help create awareness within the commu- 
nity. 

NECC has counseling and support for 
gay/lesbian and bisexual students but Lipkin 
and Roberts stress the importance of stu- 
dents forming recognized groups to start 
activities, post flyers and develop under- 
standing around gay issues.. 

If faculty and staff are not educated on 
the issues and cannot 
turn the student in the 
right direction, this can 
frustrate the student 
who finds the courage 
to seek support, Lipkin 
said. 

Dina Brown, coordi- 
nator of student activi- 
ties, encourages inter- 
ested students to see her 
about starting an alli- 
ance. 

“All it takes is 10 stu- 
dents .. . and they can 
choose if they want to 
bea formally recognized 
club or not,” Brown said. 

Brown wants to make 
it as simple as possible 
for students to create 
clubs. Although the se- 
mester is closing, there 
is still opportunity to 
form a group over the 
summer or perhaps start 
planning for the fall. 

Agreeing it is impor- 
tant to have such a club 
in all schools, Brown said 
it is important to have 
sucha club in all schools, 
and that she hopes stu- 
dents will take an inter- 
est and get involved. 
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ASIAN DAY: A celebration allows members of the NECC community to share 
stories and accomplishments as well as good food. Canh Tran served as master 


of ceremonies for the May 4 event. 


Boston AIDS Walk set for June 7 


® Organizers look for 
walkers, sponsors to 
raise money in the fight 
against the disease 


Te AIDS Action Committee will 
hold its 13th annual Walk for AIDS 
fundraiser June 7. 

Ifyou are looking for something wor- 
thy to do over the summer and enjoy 
walking in the summer air or soaking up 
the warm sun, you can help. 

Starting at the Hatch Shell on the 
Esplanade in Boston, the six-mile walk 
will raise money to help fund education, 
advocacy, newsletters and direct ser- 
vices for the disease. 

Since its start 13 years ago, the com- 
mittee has sponsored the walk and dis- 
perses 30 percent of money raised to 23 
other service and prevention organiza- 
tions. 

Peter Erbland, communications man- 
ager for AAC, said 17 cents of every 
dollar goes towards putting the walk 
together. The rest goes to organizations. 


“The walk is the most cost efficient 
way of raising money,” Erbland said. 
“Last year we had 9,500 pledge sheets 
come in, raising $2.25 million. That is 
roughly $150 to $200 per person.” 

-While thousands of people get spon- 
sors and sending the money, there are 
also many who walk for fun. 

“A lot of people come out here just to 
do the walk, and that is fine but we hope 
to encourage people to get some spon- 
sors. Every dollar helps,” Erbland said. 
“We want to raise $2.5 million this year, 
but we don’t like announcing that be- 
cause if we fall short, people get discour- 
aged and they shouldn’t. They should be 
proud of raising as much as they did.” 

AIDS is a leading cause of death among 
Americans ages 25-44. Although there 
therapies are helping victims live longer, 
there are still thousands who cannot 
tolerate the therapies, have access to 
them or are immune. 

Call (617) 424-WALK to have a pledge 
sheet and registration form sent to you. 
Then, ask neighbors, friends and family 
to sponsor you. Show up at 9 a.m. June 7 
and send the message that the AIDS 
crisis is not over. 


Summer Session iL ey 18 to Fine 26 


sISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 1 
iudergraduate co courses — 


payin ‘full by May 5 for ONE 


h aive the $25 registration fee. 
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Goodbye, NECC 


@ Departing 
A&E editor 
leaves NECC 
with his 
words of 
wisdom 


that a large sense of pride and elation have taken me 
over and now I am ready to move on. 

Two long, grueling years have been spent at NECC, 
enduring summer classes and the commitment that is the 
NECC Observer. 

Though it seemed it would never end, I see smooth 
sailing ahead and await the venture of my next move to the 
Midwest. . 

Yes folks, this is the end of NECC for me, but now it is 
time to move on, which in this case means get my bachelors 
degree and find a job. The only thing I can say is that Iam 
scared. 

What is out there frightens me, and I am not a big fan 
of change unless it has to do with fashion and music. 
Change always comes to me when I am settled and have 
found my niche. Then, the forces of whatever come along 
and place me somewhere else. 

This has been a day that I dreaded for some time. As 
much as I downplay NECC and dwell on everything bad 
about it, there is so much I have gotten out of my experi- 
ence here. I can look back now and see how wrong I was. 

NECC offers more than most of us expect or even see. 
When I was in high school, I thought this was a place for 
students who couldn’t get into a real school. 

Now I can see that in just two years, I have gained more 
than my friends who are finishing up ther four-year 
degrees. 

Sometimes, it is the small things we relish. If you take 
a look at what NECC offers, you will see a small college 
which, if you take advantage of it, is probably better than 
most of those four-year schools in the area. 

Faculty are more one-to-one with students, and if you 
have a problem, they are there to help, and they know you 
by your first name. 

Activities occur on a weekly basis, be it a workshop or 
speaker, or an event like frisbee golf. These mixers enable 
you to meet people who have with common interest, ad 
bring the college closer together. 

Clubs and organizations spring up around campus, and 
if you are fortunate enough to join, you might be surprised 
who you meet. 

My involvement in the NECC Ski Club has not only 
introduced me to so many amazing people, but has allowed 
me to say those people are the closest friends I have. Things 
like this are rare occurrences, and if you take the opportu- 
nity to get involved, you never know what might happen. 

Ican only lookback and sayI am sorry for doubting what 
NECC had to offer. Besides being a stepping stone in my 
education, it has allowed me to develop skills which I will 
need in the real world. It has given me an education which 
will help me move on to bigger and better things, and has 
shown me what the value of hard work is. 

Having juggled numerous jobs, giving a commitment to 
the newspaper and continuing my studies has been an 
enlightening experience, but has also taught me one of 
life’s most important lessons, the value of a dollar. 

As for NECC, take it as you would like, but remember, 
this place can be the start of something wonderful. Take 
advantage of it, and you will see that as bad as it may be 
painted in your mind, there is a lot offered here. 

Students, remember that with good taste comes a good 
life. Try not to sleep in the Spurk lobby, or make fun of 
people as they walk by, because you never know who you 
are making fun of: They are bound to write about you in the 
paper. Remember that there are laws that prohibit the 
wearing of neon, and clothes do make the person. 

Remember that the faculty at NECC does great work, 
and it is through them that we can achieve something in 
life. There are so many faculty members who never doubted 
me and to them I say “Thank You.’ 

This column would not be complete without a reference 
to any of my friends, those who inspire me to write, and 
those that keep the ideas flowing. You all rock my world 
and it is with you that I have laughed and confided in. Let 
this be a lesson to others that friends are very important to 
have, and a group like mine is a rare thing. 

This is it guys, this is all I have to say. After two years, 
numerous classes I thought would never end, and waiting 
for classes to be canceled in the big blizzards, though they 
never were, I can say that I am Audi-5000. 

I'm off to go play in the cornfields, buy a pickup truck 
and change my name to Bubba, and, oh yeah, ask for a pop. 


‘T=: is the end of the road for me. I can only say 
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Arts & ENTERTAINMENT 


GEORGE by MARK SZORADY 


IT’S THE PLAY THAT'S 
SWEEPING THE NATION: 


HAROLD, DID. You 
KNOW THEY'RE 
TAKING “SEINFELD” 
OFF THE AIR? 


BUTCH, WHAT IF YOUR GRAND- 

MOTHERS DION’T BUY You 

TOYS, BAKE YOU COOKIES 
OR GIVE YOU MONEY 2 


FA ANOTHER SCANDAL. WHAT THIS COUNTRY OR BEER 
IN WASHINGTON, D.C. | NEEDS 1S MORE. COVER-UPS | 
HONEST PoLiTicians! 


WITH ALL THE USUAL CHARACTERS: 
THE MALE WAIRDRESSER! THE TOUGH 
OVERWEIGHT WOMAN! THE SINGLE GIRL! 


YO,TY/ I KNOW WHERE 10 
TAKE MA FOR MOTHER'S ar 


©1998 Jerry Craft, Al rights reserved. 


WOW THAT'S 
TERRIBLE! 


BECAUSE THEY WOULDN'T 
BE MY GRANDM a 
THEYD BE IMPOSTORS !! 


©1997 by King Features Syndicate, inc. World nights reserved. 


One act plays premiere May 8 


© Student-directed plays top off 


season for NECC theater group 


By LON JACKMAN 
Staff Reporter 


and performer. Here at NECC, we have a great bunth 
of performers and directors willing to make their 
mark among their friends and peers. 

On May 8 and 9, a series of one act plays will be directed 
by students enrolled in the college’s Play Production class. 
Six new members have joined The Top Notch Players to give 
new acting partners to the old ones. 

“It’s a great time, because we’re not only directing the 
one acts, we're also getting to play some of the roles under 
the other directors,” said Top Notch Player Kim Divincenzo. 

Student Jane Danahy is directing “What Wasn’t Said, 
What Didn’t Happen,” a story written by Bob Manning. The 
story is about three people who work in the communica- 
tions field, who can’t seem to communicate with each 
other. Students playing the characters are Dave Charest as 
Michael, Liz Burns as Kim and Manny Reynoso as Kevin. 

“The Philadelphia,” written by David Ives, is being 
directed by John Sefel. This absurd comedy is about a guy 
who is having a “Philadelphia,” and everyone of us has had 
one of these days. Acting are Javier Roche as Al, Ryan 
Denham as Mark, and Jane Dunahy as the waitress. The 
customers are students Brigitte Ponceano, Inez Pena and 


I ike any art form, acting holds the interest of audience 


Kevin Wain. 

“One-Hundered Woman” written by Kristina Halvorsen 
is directed by Susan Townsend. The theme to the story is 
“two’s company, three’s a crowd.” The actors are Heather 
Walker as Nina, Kim Divincenzo as Kelly and George Hearn 
as Christian. ; 

Kim Divincenzo is directing “Naomi in the Livingroom,” 
which was written by Christopher Durang in a story about - 
life. Playing the roles are Eric Zagranis as John, Liz Burns as 
Naomi and Tonja Lwowski as Johanna. 

Tonya Lwowski is directing the “Sure Thing” by David 
Ives. The short comedy is about a couple who try desper- 
ately to capture the perfect moment of a first date. The 
actors are Mark Morrison as Bill and Michelle Kennedy as 
Betty. 

The last one act is directed by Manny Reynoso. It’s called 
the “Man Who Couldn’t Dance,” a story with a metaphor 
twist about a man who can’t make commitments. Acting 
out the roles are Dave Charest as Eric and Cheri Thunstrom 
as Gail. 

“I am very lucky to be able to work with two inspiring 
performers. Not only do they act well, but they help me to 
enjoy this performance to its fullest,” Reynoso said. 

If you have one of these nights off, come upstairs to see 
the Top Notch Players. You can feel happiness and sorrow 
all in one evening. 

The price is $4 for students and $5 for the general public 
and guarantees you will enjoy your evening. How can you 
not enjoy yourself when you are amidst one of the greatest 
after hours programs NECC offers? 
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ARIES: (March 21 - April 20) 
Avoid taking yourself to se- 
riously this week. You have a 
tendency to work yourself into 
the ground — are you just a 
conscientious worker or a 
workaholic? Lighten up. Pay 
close attention to an impor- 
tant relationship, you may 
hway over your head. 
PAURUS: (April 21 - 
ay 21) 
It’s time to take a 
softer approach in 
expressing love 
; and appreciation 
for someone you care for. Avoiding any problems on the 
front burner will not make them go away. Take a deep 
breath and jump in. The resolution will be easier than 
expected. 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 
Your financial situation seems to be steadying and will 


remain so for at least the next several months. Builda solid 


~ foundation now — you can never be too sure of what the 
future holds. If you’re feeling restless and bored, do some- 
thing new. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

If you are bursting with energy this week, take the 
opportunity to get some fresh air and exercise. If you are 
trying to break free of a difficult relationship or habit, a 
close friend may be able to help. Changes may be difficult 
to face, but will be best in the long run. 

LEO: (July 24 - Aug. 23) 

This week is not time to be taking major risks with a 
primary relationship. Any changes must be made slowly, 
keeping in mind the feelings of others involved. You are 
experiencing a feeling of contentment, that everything is 
well, in spite of contrary evidence. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

There is some surprisingly good advice concerning 


money coming your way. Take financial advice of a close 
friend. A conservative approach is definitely best, and any 
investments should be well thought out first. Time just for 
you will help to unwind putting things in perspective. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

You are in a great mood this week, and can remain so if 
you look on the bright side of what is a wonderful life. Use 
your wit and charm on those stick-in-the-mud folks who 
always want to play it safe and rarely have much fun. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your work is a major concern during this week. Start to 
organize and delegate more than usual, and you'll be 
surprised how quickly goals are accomplished. If you are 
overwhelmed by choices regarding monetary purchases, 
sleep on it first. It is time for introspection and much 
needed rest. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

_ Use your creativity to the max to solve problems which 
you would usually put off to the side. By the week’s end you 
may feel quite secure and successful in your present quest 
to provide the best use of your resources. You may get 
caught up in a project and lose all sense of time. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Any connections you make in your present love rela- 
tionship will reflect the interconnection you have culti- 
vated within yourself. Take a leadership role where money 
matters are concerned. You may not know what is best, but 
you know enough to bring about success. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Are you suddenly being drawn into an unusual relation- 
ship? Pay attention to your hunches and intuition, particu- 
larly where love is concerned. Don’t act out of ego if you 
expect to get anywhere. You will emerge victorious in a 
situation due to your ability to reason things through. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

Your feminine side is present, and this may make you 
feel a bit uncomfortable in a society where everyone is 
encouraged to act and think in a macho way. Don’t be your 
worse enemy, thinking things through may only take you 
out of the game. Know when to leave well enough alone. 


_ Movie Previews 


Check out these films 
over summer break 


® Get ready to sizzle with an 
assortment of offerings 


By BETH WHITE 
Staff Reporter 


of course, Hollywood’s blitzkrieg of high wattage 
movies to give you an excuse to beat the heat in an air 
conditioned cinema. 

The season kicks off with an adaptation of Nicholas 
Evans’ best selling novel, “The Horse Whisperer.” The film, 
about a young girl’s tragic riding accident and the Montana 
cowboy who helps heal the girl and her horse and also 
romances the girl’s mother, stars Robert Redford (also 
wearing the director’s hat) and “The English Patient’s,” 
Kristin Scott-Thomas. 

The much brouhahaed “Godzilla” opens May 20, star- 
ring a 20 stories high lizard, Hank Azaria, Matthew Broderick 
and Maria Pitillo. The raging reptile goes on a global attack 
that promises awesome special effects from the director 
and producer of the sci-fi gem, “Independence Day.” 
Broderick and Azaria play a scientist and camera man, 
respectively, who are caught up by the beast. 

Rounding out the month of May is 20th Century Fox’s 
“Hope Floats.” The film stars Sandra Bullock and Harry 
Connick Jr. in this romantic comedy-drama about a woman 
who moves her young daughter back home to Texas after 
learning of her husband’s affair with her best friend, 
finding support from a childhood friend and her mother 
(played by Gena Rowlands). The film opens May 29. 

“Six Days, Seven Nights” opens in theatres June 12, 
starring Harrison Ford, Anne Heche, and David Schwimmer. 
Ivan Reitman directs this action-romance film about a 
rough and tumble aviator and a sharp, New York magazine 
editor downed in a storm on a deserted island. 

Jim Carey is back in “The Truman Show,” which opens 
June 5, and tells the strange tale about a man who's life is 
unknowingly a TV show, where his friends and even his 
wife are just playing a part. 

Another sci-fi vehicle hits the theatres July 1. Alarge cast 
including, Bruce Willis, Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler and 
Ben Affleck, blast off in Touchstone Pictures’ “Armaged- 
don.” 

This action film has an expert team of oil drillers 
heading out into space to drill into an asteroid and drop a 
nuclear device into its core before it can strike planet Earth. 

The man who brought you “Airplane!” “Naked Gun,” 
and “Hot Shots!” is back with another comic film. Jim 
Abraham’s latest offering is “Jane Austen’s Mafia!” and 
pokes fun of organized crime. The film stars Jay Mohr, the 
late Lloyd Bridges, Olympia Dukakis, Christina Applegate 
and Billy Burke. 

Mel Gibson and Danny Glover are back as Riggs and 
Murtaugh in the fourth installment of Richard Donner’s 
“Lethal Weapon” flicks. This time around the crime fight- 
ing duo are up against an Asian crime lord. Rene Russo and 
Joe Pesci reprise their roles as Riggs’ girlfriend and the 
quirky Leo Getz. Comic Chris Rock joins the cast this time 
around as a new cop on the force. 

August offers adventure. Brian De Palma’s “Snake Eyes” 
opens August 7, and stars Nicolas Cage as a detective who 
witnesses the assassination of the secretary of defense. 
Gary Sinise plays his friend who is with the Defense 
Department. A week later on the 14th, Ralph Fiennes, Uma 
Thurman and Sean Connery bring the 60s TV hit, “The 
Avengers” to the big screen. 


S ummer time — a time of beach days, barbecues and, 


June 17: Sinead O’Connor/The Chieftains: Harborlights 

July 8: Spice Girls: Great Woods 

July 11 & 12: Lillith Fair, featuring Sarah McLachlan, 
Luscious Jackson, Liz Phair, Natalie Merchant & more: 
Great Woods 

July 25: Steve Miller Band: Great Woods 

July 29: Vans Warped Tour, featuring Rancid, NOFX, Bad 
Religion, Specials, Save Ferris, Cherry Poppin’ Daddies, 
Amazing Royal Crowns and Unwritten Law: Three County 
Fairgrounds, Northampton, MA 

July 30: Horde Tour, featuring Blues Traveler, Barenaked 
Ladies, Paula Cole, Ben Harper & more: Great Woods 

August 3: The Verve with special guest Massive Attack: 
Tsongas Arena, Lowell 


Answers to Simpson trivia: 1. The Ramones 2. Toaster oven 
3. Leftorium, 4. gummi Venus de Milo 5. Ralph Wiggum 6. 
Three eyes 7 Milhouse 8. Flaming Homer 9. “I didn’t do it” 
10. No beer and not TV. There were no winners last week. 
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Baseball finishes at 14-6; looks to playofis 


@ Solid pitching 
and hot bats carry 
Knights to winning 
season 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


fter winning four of their 
A= five games to end the 

season at 14-6, the NECC 
baseball team has high hopes for 
the upcoming state and regional 
tournaments. 

With a good showing in the 
state tournament, the Knights 
would have a strong shot at a spot 
in the regional tournament as well. 

“Tm trying to let them know 
that we can’t be content with just 
making it,” said coach Mike 
Caravella. “We need to continue 
to play hard and make some noise 
in the different tournaments.” 

Team members Lenny Carter 
and Mike Clements hear their 
coach loud and clear. 

“I don’t think that we will have 
achieved all of our goals until we 
have a good showing in the states 
and go to regionals,” Clements 
said. 

“T think we have reached most 
of our goals, but we still have the 
ultimate goal of reaching the 
regionals as well,” Carter said. 

The Knights needed to win both 
of their last two games, a double- 
header against Springfield, to en- 
sure themselves of a spot in the 
state tournament. They did, but 
just barely. 

In the first game NECC whipped 
Springfield Tech, 15-1. 

The Knight’s bats were hot as 
Carter went 3-for-3 and Jeremy 
Purington and Jack Glazebrook 
both went 2-for-4. 

The Knights put the game out 
of reach in the second inning scor- 
ing seven runs. 

NECC started off the inning 
with three straight singles by Dan 
Farnham, Jim Gray and Greg 
Laflamme. 

The Springfield Tech pitcher 
then balked, scoring one run and 
sending Brian Angelari to first. 


Twombly’s 


@ Baseball player 
hopes to someday 

work with children 
in daycare setting 


By DONNY MUSTAPHA 
Photo Editor 


aseball has given Haverhill’s 
B Chris Twombly some of the 
greatest memories. 

Twombly began his baseball ca- 
reer when he was 4 years-old and 
has steadily become a force to be 
reckoned with. 

Growing up, his father encour- 
aged him to pursue baseball. 

“My dad was always my coach 
while I was growing up, and my 
older brother constantly pushed 
my game to new levels,” Twombly 
said. “It always makes a person 
work harder when they have some- 
one to look up to.” 

Twombly attended Haverhill 
High where he played varsity base- 


66 


All I ask is that 
they leave it all 
out on the field 
when everything 
is said and done. 


Purington and Glazebrook fol- 
lowed by hitting back to back 
singles, driving in two more runs 
to make the score 4-1. 

Carter continued his domi- 
nance of opposing pitchers with a 
triple, scoring three more and 
putting the Knights up by a score 
of 7-1. 

Mike Gorman ended the scor- 
ing when the first baseman mis- 
handled the throw, enabling Carter 
to score. 

Errors have been a problem for 
both NECC and opposing teams 
this year, but if the team can con- 
tinue its hittin; attack then the 
team should be okay in the long 
run. 

“We definitely need to play 
tougher defense, but as long as we 
keep hitting we should be okay,” 
Carter said. 

NECC added five more runs in 
the third and two in the fourth 
while shutting down Springfield 
batters. 

Kevin Wain improved to 4-0 on 
the season, pitching a complete 
game two hitter while striking out 
seven. 

“We need to continue to pitch 
consistently if we want to be suc- 
cessful in the postseason,” 
Caravella said. 

In the second game, NECC 
managed to come back from a 12- 
4 deficit to beat Springfield, 16-15. 

The Knights used a nine-run 
fourth inning to go ahead for good. 

Farnham started off the inning 
with a triple and scored when 
Carter followed with a double. 

Purington and Gorman then 


followed with consecutive singles 
to score Carter and make the score 
12-8. 

Gray then scored Purington on 
an error by the rightfielder mak- 
ing the score 12-9. 

A walk to Mike Caron loaded 
the bases for Guillermo Mendez 
who drove in Gorman making the 
score 12-10. 

Carter again made the big play 
with his second triple of the game, 
driving in three runs and giving 
the NECC their first lead of the 
game. 

Purington ended the scoring 
with a single driving in Carter for 
a score of 16-12. 

Clements pitched just one third 
of an inning, giving up five runs. 

Because the top three pitchers 
were not available, Caravella was 
forced to insert Purington and Gray 
as relief pitchers. 

Purington went one and one 
thirds innings while Gray picked 
up the win pitching five and one 
thirds innings. Both gave up five 
runs apiece. 

“I think this team has defi- 
nitely brought respectability back 
to the program with the way we 
have played this year,” Clements 
said. 

Earlier in the weekend NECC 
split a doubleheader with Holyoke 
winning the first game 14-1 but 
losing the second 6-3. 

The Knights used strong hit- 
ting and another outstanding per- 
formance by Gorman on the 
mound to rout Holyoke in the first 
game. 

Glazebrook and Angelari both 
had three hits in the game, while 
Purington shined going 4-for-5. 

NECC’s biggest inning came in 
the sixth when they tacked on five 
more runs to an already insur- 
mountable 9-1 lead. 

Gorman reached base on a 
passed ball to start off the inning 
and was moved to third on a double 
by Chris Twombly. 

Farnham then knocked home 
Gorman to make the score 10-1, 
Knights. 

Angelari, Purington and 
Glazebrook contributed two 
doubles and a single to tack on 
four more runs and end the scor- 


career back on track 


ball for three years. 

The experience he gained there 
prepared him to take his game to 
the next level. 

“[really enjoyed my high school 
years playing baseball; they pre- 
pared me for my freshman year at 
Endicott College,” he said. 

Twombly’s stay at Endicott was 
short-lived, though. 

Academic problems and his 
frustration with the baseball pro- 
gram led him to withdraw from 
the college. 

Twombly said he despite the 
uncertainty in his life, he was sure 
he wanted to continue playing the 
sport he loved: baseball. 

One of his greatest career high- 
lights came as a member of the 
Boston Park League All-Star team, 
when he had the chance to play at 
Fenway Park. 

“There is no better feeling imag- 
inable than pitching in a stadium 
like Fenway Park,” he said. 

Finally after floating around 
for about a year, Twombly en- 


Donny Mustapha photo 
CHRIS TWOMBLY: A key mem- 
ber of the baseball team. 


rolled at NECC. 

“I enrolled at Northern Essex 
to start over and hopefully find 
out what I wanted to do with my 
life,” he said. 

Twombly developed a keen in- 
terest in early childhood educa- 
tion, which he hopes to pursue a 
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KEY CONTRIBUTOR: Mike Gorman is one of the big reasons the 
Knights were so dominant this year. He excelled both at the plate, 
hitting .328 with three home runs, and on the mound, going 6-1. 


ing for the day. 

Gorman was unstoppable on 
the mound once again as he im- 
proved his season record to 6-0. 
Gorman pitched a complete game 
letting up five hits, while eke 
out 11. 

In the second game, the Knights 
offense was stifled enroute to a 6- 
3 defeat. 

Glazebrook, Carter and Gorman 
all had decent performances at 
the plate with two hits apiece, but 
the Knights’ overall offense was 
only able to muster one run in the 
second and two in the seventh. 

Mike Reilly dropped to 1-3 for 
the season with a mediocre per- 
formance on the mound. Reilly 
pitched six innings giving up six 
runs on seven hits. 


Earlier in the week, NECC man- 
handled North Shore Community 
College, handing them a 13-1 loss. 

Caron had a perfect day at the 
plate going 4-for-4 with two triples 
and a double. 

Purington, Carter, Twombly 
and Reilly each contributed two 
hits apiece for the cause. 

Knights scoring was scattered 
over six innings with them scor- 
ing four runs in both the first and 
last innings to put the game away. 

Twombly picked up his first 
win of the season, pitching a com- 
plete game three-hitter while strik- 
ing out nine. 

“All T ask is that they leave it all 
out on the baseball field when 
everything is said and done,” 
Caravella said. 


_Lare BASEBALL RESULTS — 


Ihe third seeded NECC baseball team lost the state champion- 

ship game to first ranked Quinsigamond, 4-1. 

Mike Gorman dropped his first decision, bringing him to 6-1. 
Gorman pitched a complete game and gave up nine hits. 

In the semifinal game, earlier in the day, the Knights beat 
number two seeded Holyoke by a score of 10-0. 

Kevin Wain picked up the win pitching a four hitter. 

Dan Farnham had a career day going 4-for-4 with two triples, 
a home run and a single, driving in five runs. Jeremy Purington 
and Mike Caron each had two hits. 

With their good showing in the states the team earned a berth 
in the regional tournament as the fourth seed and will meet first 
seed Norwalk today at noon in Manchester, Conn. 

Earning a spot on this year’s All-Region team first team was 
pitcher Mike Gorman. Second team members were catcher Dan 
Farnham and outfielder Lenny Carter. 


career in if baseball does not work 
out. 

“I would love to open my own 
day care someday. Working with 
little kids makes me happy,” he 
said. 

Besides making a career deci- 
sion, Twombly has also improved 
his graces as well. He has also 
been a valuable asset to the 
Knights’ baseball team. 


He finished the season batting 
.378 and was a standout in the 
outfield. 

His fondest memory of this sea- 
son was returning to Haverhill 
Stadium and pitching a three hit- 
ter 13-1 victory against North Shore ~ 
Community College. 

“It felt so good to return to my 
home town, play under the lights 
and toss a win,” he said. 


— 
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Golfers off to regionals 


@ Team excels in 
first year back; will 
look to qualify for 
national tourney 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


he NECC golf team contin- 

| ued to impress with a strong 

showing against Springfield 

Tech and Community College of 
Rhode Island. 

Despite losing to CCRI, 317- 
356, the Knights beat Springfield, 
264-304 to split the match. 

John Pickles had another strong 
match shooting an 86 for the low- 
est score for NECC. 

Jon Marcoux (88), Matthew Cox 
(90), Mark Duquette (92) and David 
Pecoraro (101) were also the low 
scorers for the Knights. 

Coach Donna Felisberto sees 
both a negative and positive as- 
pect to the loss against CCRI. 

“The bad news is that we lost, 
but the good news is that we know 


what we are up against when we 
play them again,” she said. “We 
need to play up a notch because 
they are an experienced team.” 

The top five players will travel 
to the Region 21 Tournament at 
Chicopee Country Club with their 
sights set on qualifying for the 
national tournament in South 
Carolina. 

“All that matters now is the 36 
holes ahead of us, even as well as 
we have done we just need to put 
the season behind us,” she said. 

The regional tournament is a 
two day event with five teams 
competing to see which ones go to 
nationals. This year’s participants 
are CCRI, NECC, Mitchell College, 


- Holyoke College and Springfield 


Tech. 

The top 15 individual scorers at 
the regionals will make up the All- 
New England team. 

Felisberto said some of her play- 
ers may have a chance at making 
the team. 

“There is potentially two or 
three players on this team who 
could make that team,” she said. 

The top all-around scoring team 


All that matters 
now are the 36 
holes ahead of 
us....We just need 
to put the season 


behind us. 


will also be invited to participate 
in the nationals as well. 

Felisberto said she is happy with 
the season for a couple of reasons. 
One is the surprising turnout. 

“This being the first year I was 
very satisfied with the size of the 
team,” she said. 

Another is the competition, not 
only against opposing teams, but 
also within the team which helped 
the team progress. 

“The hardest thing was to nar- 
row it down to the top five players 
because there were so many good 
ones,” she said. “But I guess that is 
what competition is all about.” 


Player turns life around 


@ Wain leads by 
example, using 
humor to help 
motivate teammates 


By TODD HART~ ial 


Sports Editor 


hoosing between two things 
é which are equally im- 
portant to you is always a 
hard thing for anyone. Kevin Wain 
had to do just that this semester. 

Wain, theater arts, recently had 

. to make the decision between per- 
forming as lead ina one act play or 
accompany the NECC baseball 
team to the regional champion- 
ships. 

Wain said it was a decision he 
did not want to have to make, 
especially after putting in so many 
hours on both activities. 

“I was supposed to be in a play 
called “The Line That Picked Up 
1,000 Women” but because we 
were going to regionals I had to 
back out,” Wain said. “It was very 
disappointing because I had 
memorized all my lines and was 
ready for the part.” 

That decision could pay off for 
the baseball team as Wain has 
contributed solidly both on the 
mound and at the plate this sea- 
son. 

Wain is 4-0 on the mound this 
spring and has had his moments 
at the plate as well, hitting .263. 

“I just try and go out there and 
do my job,” he said. “I have been 
lucky enough to get good run sup- 
port this season.” 

While he has performed well in 
games, he has been battling per- 
sonal problems recently. 

Wain was hoping to jump start 
his life by coming to NECC after 
spending two months in jail last 
summer. 

Wain said while he was in jail, 
he began reading the Bible. It gave 
him a new outlook on life, and he 
now credits Jesus Christ as one of 
his biggest influences. 


Todd Hart photo 
WAIN EXPRESS: Knights 
Pitcher Kevin Wain throws some 
heat against MCTC. 


His new found faith helped him 
cope with a the loss of his best 
friend, Eric Loeschner, who died 
in a motorcycle accident while 
Wain was in jail. 

“Eric’s death was really rough 
on me,” he said. “And reading the 
Bible helped me get through that.” 

After taking a year off from 
baseball to sort out his life, Wain 
decided to continue his educa- 
tional and athletic pursuits at 
NECC. 

“I played baseball here two 
years ago, so I came in for an 
interview with the coach and de- 
cided to come back and play,” he 
said. 

Wain’s teammates are glad he 
decided to return. 

“Wain is always working hard 
both on and off the field,” Mike 
Clements said. 

“He gives it his all every time 
he steps out onto the field,” Lenny 
Carter added. 

Wain is only too happy to re- 
turn the compliments. 

“Everybody is really great on 
the team,” he said. “Everybody is a 
ballplayer, they know their funda- 
mentals and where they are sup- 
posed to play.” 

Wain says that his motivational 
skills are both his strength and his 
weakness at the same time. 


“I try to be a motivator and 
help the team get up but some- 
times I try and over motivate which 
can be bad sometimes,” he said. 

Wain’s teammates can testify 
to his motivational skills, both on 
the field and off. 

“He is a great’ motivator and 
sparks the team with his hustle,” 
Carter said. “He is a leader on the 
field with the little things he does 
that make the team better.” 

Clements said that Wain not 
only leads the team with his play 
but keeps the team up with his 
humor as well. 

“He is not only a team leader, 
but he is also the clown on the 
team as well,” he said. 

Wain said that the team has 
reached one of the goals they 
wanted to, but have a few more to 
strive for before the end of the 
season. 

“One of our goals was to have a 
winning season. The others were 
winning the state championship 
and going to the regionals,” he 
said. y 

After two years at NECC, Wain 
has plans to transfer to a four-year 
college and continue playing next 
fall. 

“I'm not sure where I am going 
yet, but it is down to either UMass- 
Lowell, UMass-Amherst or North- 
eastern,” he said. 

His main reason for attending 
NECC was not for academics, but 
to play baseball. That has changed 
over time, Wain said. 

“Tt is important now because I 
know that everything needs to fall 
into place so I need to keep my 
grades up,” he said. 

After getting his degree, Wain 
would like to work in the acting or 
theater profession, preferably in 
an atmosphere where he can teach 
children from his own experiences 
of what is right and wrong. 

“I just want to be in a job that 
I will enjoy and like to do,” he said. 
“Money is not important to me. If 
I can get up everyday and not feel 
like I am going to work then I will 
be happy.” 
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UP TO PAR: Craig Blomberg takes a few practice swings before the 
golf team’s match against Springfield Tech and CCRI. 


The other’ sports 


@ Here are some 
suggestions for 
alternative sports 
for summer break 


neighborhood baseball games 

and pickup basketball games. 

What’s that you say? You can’t 
play baseball because you throw 
like a girl and the only basketball 
shot you can make is the two 
handed set shot, which isn’t ex- 
actly burning up the NBA courts 
these day. 

Well here are some alternative 
sports you might want to give a 
shot. 

Skateboarding is gaining popu- 
larity after fading out in the early 
90s. Well, you say, skateboards 
are expensive and what if I don’t 


|: almost summer. Time for 


Angelari 
Barry 
Carter 
Caron 
Farnham 


Glazebrook 


Gorman 
Gray 
Laflamme 
Purington 
Reilly 
Twombly 
Wain 


like it? Used skateboards can be 
found at any skateshop for be- 
tween $30 and $40, some decks 
can cost as low as $5. 

You won't be performing kick 
flip 720s with the likes of Tony 
Hawk or Andy McDonald right off 
the bat, but practice makes per- 
fect and in no time you'll have the 
hang of it. 

. How about rollerblading? Ev- 
erywhere you look nowadays you 
see someone either skating around 
or falling flat on their face (de- 
pending on experience of course). 

Practice makes perfect and in 
you will learn how to stay on your 
feet while zooming down the street 
with the wind blowing through 
your hair. 

Mountain biking is also a hot 
sport right now. There is nothing 
like an invigorating jaunt over 
rocks and through trees to really 
make you feel like your alive (pro- 
vided you don’t hit the rocks and 
trees on your way). 

Those are just a few of the 
exciting sports people are enjoy- 
ing right now. But if those aren’t 
for you, don’t worry. 

You can always move to Canada 
and try your hand at curling. I 
hear it is second only to hockey in 
those parts. Just don’t forget your 
broom. 


@ Page 16 NECC Observer, Friday, May 8, 1998 


Michael J. LaBella photo 
GOOD: TIMES FOR: EVERY- 
©» =: Above, Leo Harrington 
(wearing red hat) is about 10 
seconds away from winning A 
Bad Boy stuffed doll in a raffle, 
to the disappointment of those 
around him. Christy Plochar- 
ski, coordinator of student ac- 
tivities in Lawrence, whips up 
a batch of cotton candy, left. 


integer apis 


Lawrence 
_ Family 
Fun Day 


Students, children, parents and 
staff attend a day filled with 
balloons, games, food and a raffle 
on the Lawrence campus 


Michael J. LaBella photos 
PARTYING DOWN: Above, children gather around 
goldfish bowls following a raffle for pet fish. Eisha 
Beatty, daughter of Phyllis Beatty, of Lawrence, enjoys a 
fresh cup of slush served by NECC student Stephanie 
Howard. Eisha recently won the Eagle-Tribune spring 
poetry contest. 


